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Purely Business 


—and here comes what must approximz 
the last word in rationed commodities. 
your guess is wrong! It is Bibles. 


Possibly it may surprise you to learn that 
takes all of six months to produce some se 
editions, even in normal times. 


There are no short cuts in the making ) 
books. That takes trained men, complicate 
machinery, proper material. When men, ma 
chinery and material go to war and leave th 
home coffers severely depleted, little the won 
der that even the ministers’ study shelves be 
come acutely aware of production baffling prob 
lems, war-heaped upon the shoulders of p 


_ lishers, even Bible publishers. : 


So it is that Bible production, like many an 
other production, rests in the palms of condi 
tions over which no publisher has the slightes 
control. To promise Bibles or books severa 
months ahead, even a year or two, is only t 
evidence total ignorance of conditions. Bu 
according to the Bible Publisher’s announce 
ment we may find some consolation in th 
growing practice of making “reservations” fo 
Bibles to be delivered when, as and if possible 


—and we thought meat rationing and ga 
rationing constituted the ne plus ultra. 
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DOUGHBOY’S CHAPLAIN 


CHAPLAIN EDWARD K. ROGERS 


The author of the following article accompanieu it with a note, “I am enclosing a short sketch of 


be experiences as an infantry chaplain assigned to 4 combat battalion. 
Sorship, I hope that you will be able to make some use Ob ese 


If it reaches you, having passed 
On the letterhead of the Headquar- 


of the 1st U. S. Infantry Division, Captain Frank W. Marshall, Jr., Public Relations Officer, has the 


lowing to say about the author: 
heran Church, Warren, Pa. 


“Chaplain Edward K. Rogers, in civilian life is pastor of the First 
Chaplain Rogers attended Thiel College, where he received his A.B. degree 


1927. After this he attended the Philadelphia Seminary, graduating in 1930 with the degree of Bachelor 


Divinity. In the same year a M.A. was conferred on him 
n with the 1st Infantry Division for some time, and has seen considerable action in North Africa and 


te a 


y.’—Eds. 


oe aA Tee ee 


DOUGHBOY’S parson is not an easy 

lot. The living is a bit “rugged’’, as 

the boys call it. Anyway we asked for 
in seeking assignment to combat troops and 
the end to an infantry division which has 
M as much action as any of the American 
sions to date. A few weeks after entering 
> service we were bound for England exceed- 
sly ignorant of the army, but willing to do 
at we could. In fact we spent so much time 
gard ships in the first four months in the ser- 
e that we might as well have been in the 
WY. 
They say a good chaplain should stay close 
his troops, so with good intentions we tried 
do that. It meant maneuvers which took us 
ym small boats to shore, always getting thor- 
ghly wet. It meant climbing mountains in 
itain, where swamps seemed to have a habit 
being on the mountain tops instead of in 
> valleys. It all contributed to making us 
inger or older—I don’t know which. There 
re marches of as much as thirty miles which 
d something to do with creating endurance. 
ell, it all ended finally, which was cause for 
. I certainly feel sorry for those who have 
d to train for years. 
At last we set forth. It was a fairly long 
» and we did not find out what the destina- 
n was until we were at sea a considerable 
1c. It turned out to be Algeria, where we 
ded in the wee hours of November 8th, 
42. No one knew for sure what resistance 
would meet. Attendance at the daily deck 
vices increased as the days and miles slid 
ern. Some soldiers came for instruction and 
stism, for in the face of uncertainty a man 
y first think seriously of what God requires 
us. 
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by the University of Pennsylvania. He has 
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Then came the night of November 7th and 
8th. We were to land at one in the morning 
and take a small Algerian port and then push 
some twenty-five miles and capture a large city 
with the help of other troops landing to the 
west of that city. Over the side of the ship we 
went on assault boats at midnight, with a trip 
of five miles to shore in the blackest of black 
nights. Quietly past harbor defenses we glided 
and landed at the zero hour with complete sur- 
prise. The surprise was so complete that we 
had time to get the assault companies ashore 
and organized before the resistance started. 
That came when we moved to take naval de- 
fenses at the port. Then machine-guns spat 
out their red tracers. Thanks for tracers. They 
help the gun crew to judge its fire, but also 
give a bit of warning of what is coming. 
Toward dawn we were in a ditch getting used 
to a peculiar whr-r-r-r-r sound a few feet above 
our heads. 

There were other new sights that day. For 
instance, the first soldier, rigid in death where 
he had fallen. Sounds strange, but at first we 
thought he was sleeping there on the road, for 
the doughboy has a habit of flopping anywhere 
for a few winks when the opportunity affords. 
But his sleep was different. 

Such things were just a beginning. There 
was a long march that day toward the final ob- 
jective. It was hot, beastly hot, and we were 
heavily loaded. All we could hope for in the 
way of food and supplies for several days was 
on our backs. Then there came the sound of 
artillery. It came nearer, or I should say we 
came nearer. Then the troops deployed across 
the fields. One smiles now when he thinks of 
how readily we hit the dirt when a shell burst 
at a distance. But we were getting our gun 
ears, 
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There was a two-day engagement immediate- 
ly ahead at a place called St. Cloud. We 
watched our first shelling of a town only a half- 
mile from our hill-top perch, while some small- 
er guns blazed away at our side. Some of the 
troops pushed ahead the second evening while 
others stayed behind to ring the town with fire. 
That evening there were wounded to be 
brought in, and when night came before the 
last one was moved I stayed on the field with 
him. Morphine made the soldier sleep like a 
baby, but the wind and rain kept me very much 
awake. The next day there were more wound- 
ed, and then toward evening Oran had fallen 
and all was over—for the present. 

The next day had its sad tasks. There were 
dead to be buried in a long row of graves. It 
was not merely a matter of reading a service 
by the Chaplains, but rather of searching each 
body for personal effects and filling out neces- 
sary papers. It is not so good to look on the 
face of your friends, casualties of war, with 
whom you had laughed and jested and wor- 
shipped a few days before. But that is war. 

Then there were hospitals hastily set up, in 
which doctors and nurses, who landed soon 
after the troops, cared for hundreds of wound- 
ed. There were visits among the wounded who 
were anxious to hear of their buddies. It was 
grand, the marvelous way the Medical Corps 
cared for those fellows. Very few died after 
reaching the hospitals. 

After this a rest, but could it be called that? 
We made our first acquaintance with African 
fleas. We skidded about in mud as the fall 
rains began, and we traveled as much as 150 
miles on a Sunday to hold services. Some who 
never came to Church before the first taste of 
battle began to worship. There were more to 
be baptized, especially as we set our steps 
toward Tunisia in December. 

It was a long, cold winter. The days be- 
fore Christmas brought an ill-fated attempt to 
take Long Stop Hill near Medjez el Bab from 
the Germans. There were a lot of them up 
there, more than we thought. As a result more 
than half of the battalion that went up there 
never came back. Our English comrades also 
had an equally hard time of it. There was the 
dark night when we went up to the top of the 
hill to bring back the wounded. Darkness and 
their location before the line made evacuation 
impossible. Well, the Long Stop engagement 
ended on Christmas, and the Sunday after a 
great throng came to Church. 

There followed eight continuous weeks in a 
line neat Medjez, where we held until Spring 
weather and additional troops would enable us 
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to clean up Tunisia. There were planes abo 
every day, mostly German at first. There w: 
the bark of artillery day and night. There wet 
daily patrols whose fate we waited with ar 
iety. There was the daily four o'clock shel 
ing of Medjez by the Germans which I watche 
from my hillside dugout south of the tow: 
There were occasional attacks and sorties. O| 
yes, and there was a trip once a week to 
Arab village among some Roman ruins wher 
we traded any excess ration items we had f 
fresh eggs. A cake of laundry soap woul 
bring as high as fourteen eggs. The menu 0 
combat troops is nothing to brag about. Probe 
lems of supply, and the greater problems o 
cooking in such a way as not to endanger the 
troops, are responsible. 

Church was held every Sunday for smal 
groups here and there in gullies. Sometimes 
the chaplain had a hard time being heard above 
guns. Sometimes we kept still, very still, while 
enemy planes flew over and the chaplain wishe¢ 
he didn’t have that white surplice on, which he 
insisted on wearing in rain and mud to add 4 
churchly atmosphere. There were long wa 
to hold some of the services for “‘jeeps’’ mig. 
be observed and draw artillery fire from across 
the valleys. 

One service was held in a gully back of 2 
hill which stuck out like a sore thumb in the 
line. The sermon was going along all righ 
that particular day and the time had come te 
point, by way of illustration, to a field at the 
end of the gully and say that two people could 
look over there and one would see nothing 
while the other looking more closely would se 
many interesting things. But no sooner had 
the chaplain’s finger pointed to the field tha 
there was heard the distant boom and the tell 
tale whistle as a shell came our way. It landed 
in the field and every soldier went flat in “hol 
roller” fashion. All but the parson, and he 
had on that white surplice. Well, the sermo: 
went on, but the chaplain had to admit ther 
was something in the field now. 

Those were eight long uncomfortable weeks 
for the boys at Medjez. At long last they 
ended and we looked forward to a rest. It just 
couldn't be. The Germans were trying to break 
the Tunisian line before we got ready to break 
them. There were two days rest and then a 
long ride to guard a valley. We didn’t get 
there any too soon, for the Germans were be- 
fore us with a multitude of tanks. There were 
lots of shells for a few days, but mines and 
ae American artillery turned the Germans 

ack, 

Now it was time for Gafsa and El Guettar. 
The Africa Corps troops of Rommel were 
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wn in those parts and they put up a good 
yw. We held the hills with a broad valley 
ween. Right down the valley Jerry went. 
- enough to knock back some of the artillery. 
metimes he overran the hill positions. There 
re enemy bombers, lots of them and of many 
ids. They came by day and by night. There 
s one night when we were sick with a fever 
ew miles behind the lines trying to get bet- 

without benefit of the hospital. It hap- 
ued to be a supply area and a likely place 
bombing. -It was just that for a few nights. 
may sound peculiar, but one of those night 
ds, with bombs hitting close about and start- 
y fires, and red tracers stabbing the black sky, 
§ spectacular to the point of being beauti- 


But there were casualties down there, enough 
them. There was one day when we took 
E a detail, to positions which we had evacu- 
dd, to bring back the dead. The Jerries had 
od observation out there and threw in plenty 
‘Shells. They got some of the soldiers of 
outfit coming up to reclaim those positions. 
ue truck was the only one about, so off came 
> bodies and the truck became an ambulance. 
After some weeks the Germans were out of 
ithern and central Tunisia. There were lots 
days when no services could be held, but 
len we came out of action there were more 
ls seeking baptism. One soldier said, about 
se Sundays when fighting ruled out church, 
it more men prayed then in their positions 
in on the quiet Sundays. It was perhaps 
e 

But it wasn’t over for these doughboys in 
misia. The Germans were still in northern 
misia and before long we were there too. 
ere was more hard fighting about Holy 
eek and for two weeks thereafter. Good 
iday evening we held a brief service which 
s attended by the men of the battalion and 
*n we marched up to relieve some of our 
ddies who had had a hard time of it. For 
9 days there was hard going and then all of 
ster was spent by the chaplain gathering 
dies—ours and the enemies—from mine 
ewn hills while the troops pushed on. It 
s a sad Easter, but that night as we took our 
sless cargo back to a cemetery we were espe- 
lly thankful for the message of resurrection. 
The days rolled by and they were discourag- 
, ones, as is often the case for a chaplain, for 
was difficult to carry on a religious program. 
ll there were some who came to Christian 
th and baptism in those days. 

All things, good and bad, seem to come to 
end. So did those days, and Sicily turned 
-to be the next job. There was the excite- 
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ment of landing again at night, but others had 
gone ahead of the outfit. Those landings, by 
the way, are not as nice as press photos usual- 
ly make them. They are mostly made at night 
when pictures of the real thing can’t be taken. 
You don’t always land in shallow water about 
knee deep. That night sand bars caught some 
of the barges and many of us had to swim a 
bit. Some didn’t make it. There followed a 
night in drenched clothing with little or no 
sleep. Then came Sunday with no services but 
rather just the opposite. There was a stout 
enemy tank attack which brought some twenty 
tanks*abreast of our exposed position where we 
waited commitment to the line. It looked like 
a squeeze might be coming along for us. I, 
for one, was sorry that my split trench was only 
ten inches deep, which is good for nothing if 
tanks came along. Well along they came 
after reforming across the valley. We had a 
few tanks ashore. They did what they could. 
Artillery, a few hundred yards away with sev- 
enty-fives, blazed away point blank until some 
of the crews were killed and for other reasons 
they had to pull out. It was a funny feeling 
lying there on the ground and seeing the guns 
go and seeing the tanks still coming your way. 
No one was sorry when they were turned back. 
Then—burials—the never-failing aftermath. 

Well, those days in Sicily were hard ones. 
More difficult in hardships and exhaustion than 
in the terms of casualties. Marches by daylight 
and attacks by night, or just opposite. There 
was no hot food for ten days. There were few 
trucks ashore to transport troops and advances 
were mostly by Shank’s mare. The Sundays of 
July were not given to worship, they couldn't 
be. 

An infantry chaplain finds himself conduct- 
ing services in strange places. Back home he 
has fine chapels, and may have equipment if 
out of action in bivouac overseas. We have 
never been so fortunate. The last chapel we 
used was in Britain. Since then the “Church” 
has been mostly in the open under trees or in 
gullies. On a few occasions we found school 
rooms. More than once it was a small space 
on a crowded ship's deck. Barns, wineries 
(with the altar set up on a wine barrel), palm 
groves, and other odd places, filled the need. 

One Sunday we held a service in the barn 
of a French Protestant family in Tunisia. They 
had not been able to go to Church for a long 
time and the nearest Protestant Church was 
miles away in German-held territory, So they 
came to this service in their barn for a few of 
our soldiers. They were most devout and sang 
“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” in French 
while we sang it in English. They were much 
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on my mind that day, for during the service 
German shells were falling on their farm and 
seemed to be coming closer to their house, 
which was the location of our headquarters. I 
remember praying silently that their house 
wouldn’t be hit while they stood there with 
bowed heads. It wasn’t hit, and never was, 
though later it was right out in no-man’s land. 

The life of an infantry soldier is anything 
but easy. When he goes out to fight he stays 
out there. He does not sally forth to do battle 
and then return to a bivouac as some groups 
can do. He just digs in and stays. Maybe he 
has a blanket to sleep in at night; maybe he 
has none. Maybe he gets some hot food 
brought to him (perhaps in the middle of the 
night); maybe he eats small cans of emergency 
rations which get mighty monotonous. His 
duties are often hazardous. 

It may make him hard in the wrong way 
and again it may lead him to think about life 


The truest Patriotism has its source in the House of God | 
i} 


A Charge to a Church | 


AARON N. MECKEL 


HE coming together of a Church and minister in an installation is no small event! Histor 

is being made. A relationship is being forged, the impact of which will be felt throughou 

a community, and beyond that into the larger community of the Nation and the world. In| 

sense, it is a kind of marriage ceremony in which the principals are joined together in holy wee 

le of They are joined together by none other than God; ame 
what God hath joined together let no man put asunder!” 

I charge this congregation, therefore, to afford its minister time and leisure for the cult. | 


lock at the altar of Christian service. 


and feel a need of God. Some lose their fe 
ligion out here, but others find God for the fi 
time and come and tell you so. 
fighting always seems to bring some new prc 
fessions of faith. We have baptized and cor 
firmed about forty in the past ten months. Som 
of them are dead, captured, or out with wounds 
The others are mostly faithful in their Chris 
tian profession. 

So it goes with a chaplain of the doughboys 
It’s not easy, and sometimes the impossibilit 
of a regular organized religious program De 
comes discouraging. Then again there are cong 
pensations when you feel that you have bees 
in the right place when somebody tried to fin 
his spiritual feet. We have often thought tha 
just having a chaplain about conducting se 
vices on Sundays and daily vespers when pos: 
sible must help the army atmosphere. Any 
way that atmosphere wouldn’t be any bette 
without the chaplain’s work. 


and nurture of his soul in order that he may be first of all a man of God in its midst. O f 
50 can it be a ministry with a spiritual focus. His life, if it is to bear fruit, must be daily, hourl 
hid with Christ in God.” There must be a time set apart in each day, a time respected by thi 
people, in which a minister must “connect” with the higher altitudes of the Spirit an a 
the noisy events of the outer world. A life without a shrine in it readily turns stale—especia Te 
that of a minister. A mature spirituality is not a bagatelle of transient odds and ends, but + 
the fruitage of an intensive spiritual growth and unfoldment. And in order to accomplish th 
a man must be alone with God betimes. Only so can he cultivate that “inward eye which is tl 
bliss of solitude,” and without which he cannot see! The deep tidal qualities so bine 2 to th 
life of the minister cannot flow in the din of telephone clatter and chatter. Your minted need, 
to pray, meditate, study, think; therefore, afford him the early hours of the da free from neea 
se pe, When you really need him, then to be sure you will call him pe ie hour of th: 
con night, as he would want you to. A word toa wise congregation is sufficient at thi. 
As parishioners, you will also give your minister the glad confidence of your hearts and th: 
ballasting support of your prayers! A discouraged minister once overh i all boy 
ON aig ag his playmate, “There goes my minister!” It did the heart of iia paths eA; p 

Stooa fs spirit anew on tiptoe! The felicity of the pastoral relationship bi 
mutuality of understanding, frankness, and trustworthin minister and peep 
procity of the highest order, bedded deep in love eee tos ee Hotere pa 
, , ? 


Braintree, Mass. 
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... aes i ea in pulpit aiverance, d freedom commensurate with the 
y ge of ristian Evangel. Thrice blessed is the congregation which has its 
art searched and stirred and humbled by the prophetic spirit of a preacher! The time ma 
me when the sel fish unheeding world may point its finger in derision at your chosen ne, 
i Te a its se eS pH to the Croke: But you will stand by him—and alongside 
7, you called him here not to repeat the stale, sterile shibboleths of the secular 
tld, but to utter the profound, revolutionary truths and principles which stem from the mess- 
e of the Hebrew prophets and the New Testament Evangelists. To that end, you will hearten 
d encourage your Minister by word and deed, supporting him all the while with your fer- 
id prayers, prayers which will bind him and his ministry with “golden chains about the feet of 
Once more, on this solemn occasion I charge you to strengthen this incumbent ministry by 
rsonal loyalty to your Church, and by your fervent fruitful witness as Christians! Protestant 
wistianity needs badly to get out of a selfish and anarchic individualism, and to stem back into 
at organic communal fellowship which is the native breath of New Testament Christianity. Alas 
Senteeism takes a terrific toll in the Church as well as in industry! Whenever and wherever 
u find 4 Spiritually vital, productive Church, you find yourself fronting a community of spirits, 
ongeries of souls, who have learned to sing with the early Christians, “We know we have 
Ssed from death into life because we love the brethren’! Your best contribution towards 
at better world, for which men are living and dying, will be your heartfelt and consistent loyalty 
your Church. 
Good Churchmanship is the best patriotism! So, you will undergird this ministry newly 
gun in your midst. 
_ What 1s needed far more than anything else today in the ranks of Christendom is a spirit- 
lly kindled witness of word and deed on the part of the individual Church member, which 
rough its Sheer contagion will so lift up the Lord Christ that He may draw all men unto Him! 
ge words and the deeds of Jesus—there is the Gospel! Then offer to Him, the annointed 
ead of His Church, your heartfelt loyalty and devotion, and then your Pastor will never lack 
em. Bear in mind all the while that the Great Commission—"Go unto all the world” —was 
t primarily addressed by Jesus to a company of ordained men, professionally set apart, but to a 
terogeneous group of laymen, whose hearts He had fired with a great vision, and with a con- 
ming passion to work with God for the fuller advent of the Kingdom on the earth. It was 
ben the members of the primitive Church were “all with one accord in one place,” sharing 
th one another in terms of vital prayer and witness, that Penecost came,—A Pentecost that wid- 
ed out in human history as an Epiphany! You of this congregation have called a leader here 
order that together you might proclaim the Good News of the Gospel of Christ, and be the 
eans of bringing His Kingdom newly upon the earth, May God Himself speed you on your 
eat mission! 


Man cannot live life by imitation. 


THE OLD SHACK 


By ARTHUR B. RHINOW 


I— This is where the old man lived. You remember him. 

Myself — Yes, sure. Queer old fellow. 

I— Queer is right. Had a lot of books, a few old pictures, and was crazy about 
trees. 

Myself — Don’t forget the picture of that young woman. Must have been a beauty. 
The dominie told me once it was the old man’s wife. Died young. Guess he was one 
of those one-woman fellows. 

I — He sure was queer. I saw him stand and look up at the trees one day, and he 
looked as though he had something no one else knew about. 

as Myself — Well, maybe he had. Folks around here thought he had money. 

i— Yes, I heard that too. Everybody spoke of it. Said he buried a treasure, and 
a few dug all over his little place for it after he died. I believe myself he had some- 
thing. He just looked like it. Wonder what he did with it. 

Myself — Maybe he took it with him. 


igewood, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
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A MESSAGE TO THE CHURCHES OF AMERICA 


PRESIDENT WILLIAM GREEN 
American Federation of Labor 


with the well-being of the people of our 

Nation should make earnest efforts to 
strengthen the spiritual ideals of our entire 
community. 

Many of the ideals for which some ten mil- 
lions of our sons and daughters are enrolled in 
the Armed Services to defend against foreign 
ageression ate ideals which are sorely lacking 
tight here at home. Christian civilization 1s 
based primarily on the freedom and responsibil- 
ity of the individual conscience. The sanction 
of law is the self-discipline of the community 
which delegates authority to some and respon- 
sibility to all. Respect for the rights of others 
is a mandate of good citizenship. 

Over a period of years, however, the glamor 
of wealth, the power of privilege, the vice of 
prejudice, the success of self-seeking, the abuse 
of statutory law, and the denial of community 
responsibility have all combined to distort the 
image of good citizenship in our land. 

War strips away with savage hands the super- 
ficial vices of combatants and assays the true 
worth of the individuals and the community. 
Today, after two years of war, America and 
Americans can see the victory ahead, and with 
profound and grateful humility join in saying 
that the heart of the Nation is sound. The es- 
sential test of our manhood has been and is 
being made, and the triumph is clearest where 
the test is hardest. In the ordeal of battle, the 
unselfish heroism proves the brotherhood of our 
citizen soldiers. 

We cannot afford to let those ideals revealed 
anew on the fire of battle tarnish or dim when 
the fire is extinguished. A way must be found 
to keep the ideals so constant and clear that no 
excuse can again be found for rekindling anew 
the fires of war. 

That is why I believe it so important now 
to ask the Churches of America to lead the way 
to a lasting peace and an enduring revival of 
the democratic spirit of Christian civilization. 


f YHIS is a time when all those concerned 


PRAYER 
Teach us, our Father, the liberating power 
Help us to have that 
thoughtful mind for others that was in Christ 
Jesus. Lead us into the Christmas peace which 
passeth human understanding. Amen. 


of unselfish living. 
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Democracy must be made to work. It must} 
be made a reality in the social life of neighbor 
hood and nation. The dignity of the common) 
man and the self-discipline of plain people de: 
mand that our free way of life must be fash: 
ioned to express the will and serve the need 
of the people themselves. 

The defeat of our enemies will prove tha 
the apparent efficiency of dictatorship fails te 
serve the needs of the people and the consent) 
of the governed comes clearly only out of par) 
ticipation in all of the basic processes. 

The American Federation of Labor represents 
a bulwark in the process of democracy in the} 
economic life of working people. Joined with 
the representatives of organized industry, with 
the government as arbitrator, the American Fed¥ 
eration of Labor provides the basis of the eco 
nomic democracy which our nation needs te 
shape the pattern of social justice in the years 
ahead. 

Progress toward the goal, so desperatel 
needed to prevent an overburdened politically 
machinery from resorting anew to the error off 
dictatorship, can come only by an awakening: 
of our people to the acuteness of the need and) 
the soundness of the procedure. 

The Churches of our Nation, which know 
well the need for a functioning faith in the 
functioning of democracy, and which serve the 
spiritual needs of working people and employ: 
ers alike can furnish the forum where the pat 
tern of economic democracy can be expounded 
without the partisanship of special interest. 

If we practice the brotherhood of Christian 
ity we can go far toward avoiding strife at 
home and abroad. We shall succeed if we will 
remember that spiritual values arise from the 
unselfish devotion of man to mankind. The 
cry “Am I my brother's keeper?’ must ring 
forever in the Christian conscience and it ca 
be answered only in the spirit of service, which 
will be truly in keeping with the higher des 
tinies of mankind. 


. 


| 
| 


The Ewpositor 


HEN Edward Weeks, editor of The 
Atlantic Monthly, was in England re- 
eo cently, he went to visit the poet, John 
asefield, who said he was writing a long 
em. What is it about?’ Weeks asked. He 
id, “About myself—my youth, from one to 
It is quite long.” No matter how long, 
e editor wanted it for his magazine. 

After recounting early memories of the place 
nere he spent his childhood, he deftly sketches 
¢ characters of three people whom he ad- 
ted in “that time of dream.” The trait 
mmon to all three is kindness, each of them 
pressing it in an individual way. 

One is an old man. He had none of the 
nysical beauty which so often attracts atten- 
yn and excites admiration. Lacking, too, was 
ility that marks the athlete. Exasperatingly, 
Dw he was, but what he began he finished. 
‘hen something went wrong, he did not make 
fuss, for he always said to himself in a time 
stress and strain, “This will pass.” 

He could never look on any of God’s suffer- 
g creatures and pass by without doing some- 
ing about it. He had compassion. He was 
oved to action by love. Whatever he did for 
her people was done in a spirit of helpful- 
ss. He never asked, “How much will I get 
t of this for myself?’ Such cold calculation 
ver entered his head, because he always acted 

of the kindness of his heart. 

Tf you, a knowing person, had lived in the 
me town with him, you would have said that 
> was a poor hand to express himself in 
eech. Why, he couldn’t write a sentence if 
s life depended on it. His thoughts didn’t 
1g together. You had to guess at his mean- 
g half the time. Though he kept many things 
his heart, pondering over them, unable to 
what he felt, you could see, if you were a 
yet who could remember his childhood imag- 
ings, that a mere cry of delight over a flower 
a sunset spoke volumes about the old man’s 
preciation of the beautiful. Only intuition 
uld reveal such truth about this kind soul, 
t he had no gift of logic and no skill with 
ords. But he was like a tree planted by the 
ver, that now in mature old age was bringing 
rth fruit in season. His leaf was not with- 


les City, Mont. 


anuary, 1944 


SPIRITUAL RAIMENT 


PAUL R. KIRTS 


ering, but full of the sap of life, uplifted to the 
sunlight. 

Another man whom Masefield recalls after 
more than a half century, is a carpenter. As 
a boy the poet climbed the stairway to his work- 
shop, where he watched the craftsman planing 
the boards, fascinated by the wonderful sight 
of long, curling shavings and delighted with 
the fragrance of the wood. The tool’s sharp 
edge, the carpenter’s skill and power—these 
were the effective means that worked the mira- 
* which drew the boy to the loft day after 

ay. 

The carpenter was not an ordinary artisan. 
He was a master-craftsman who had long since 
acquired the necessary skills of the trade. Not 
only could he do a day’s work himself; he could 
tell others how to handle tools and materials 
and give directions as to the best way of get- 
ting the work done. This meant that he had 
some knowledge of human nature and the abil- 
ity to get along with his fellow men. He 
had learned how to be kind, to maintain dis- 
cipline without being either too hard or too 
soft. No doubt if some inquiring reporter had 
asked him the secret of his success in handling 
men, he would have replied, “I never ask a 
man to do what I would not do myself.” 

His kindness was of a practical nature. 
Through his several abilities he was meeting a 
human need—the need for Church buildings. 
His was a perfectly legitimate business, as any- 
one will admit—building houses of prayer for 
the people. Worship is spiritual, but when 
men assemble for corporate communion with 
God, they need a place that is adequate for this 
high purpose. So the carpenter of yesterday 
had wrought, the work had stood, souls were 
restored and are being restored in the temples 
he had helped to create. 

After the war, which represents just the op- 
posite of what this carpenter lived for and 
worked to establish—this carpenter who had 
no ulterior designs on his fellow men, who 
wisely looked for no more reward than his skill 
and time and effort justified—there will be 
need again for houses of worship. After the 
folly of bloodshed, men will once more seek 
beauty. 

The last of the three is a nurse, a small, frail 

(See page 47) 
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The Editors Columns 


e 


Lost In The Shuffle 


MOST notable omission commonly made 

by those behind the deluge of victory- 

anticipating plans for a post-war world, 
was sung of by’the Angelic hosts over early 
Judean hills, good will among men. 

Of peace we hear. Of world-wide good 
will among men, we patiently wait for the 
sound of one still, small voice. 

Poring over secret maps in countless secret 
chambers over the globe, war tacticians of 
every hue trace a blood-drenched way which 
has its terminus in Berlin. Another they chart, 
indicating the shortest and most direct route 
possible, along which our troops must travel, 
for many a death march, to Tokyo. We shall 
be satisfied with nothing less than the actual 
occupation of the German and Japanese cap- 
itols, for matching our desire for victory is our 
desire that the enemy know how completely 
he has been humbled. 

A qualified surrender is just that. Nothing 
less than unconditional surrender can be con- 
templated, but with our demand for that, both 
the enemy and we, sense the determination of 
the Allied forces that what crumbs may reach 
the enemy mouths will be those tossed them 
from our own laden board. The threat of vic- 
tory or national annihilation held over the 
German peoples by their own war-lords, is no 
figment of imagination. 

Granted, the mad dog must be destroyed. 
But must that destruction include also those 
whose pet he was? True, the murderer must 
be apprehended. But must that apprehension 
include also those who have survived the kill- 
ings by his hand? Surely, muzzle the preacher 
of sedition and error, but by what strange 
quitk of reason do we hold those who, by an 
unpredictable Fate have been included among 
his auditors, equally guilty ? 

How can we, fighting as never before for the 
principles of justice, equality, freedom, deny to 
others the very things we demand for ourselves 
as inalienable rights of ALL men? How can 
we, when the vast majority of them are no 
more responsible for world conditions, indi- 
vidually, than are we, as individuals? 
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- Christian ethic which has reached its majority 


Are we to jettison that for which God-fea 
ing people have labored and died since time 
began? Shall we undo in one fell swoop what 
has taken countless generations to bring inte 
feeble beginnings? Shall we forever dam the 
flow, tiny though it may be, of world-wide f el- 
lowship, of peace among men and good wi ; 
Shall we draw a circle about us to keep some 
out? Shall we be a Christian nation to the 
extent only of crying, “Lord, Lord?” 

Or are such thoughts too idealistic, too naive 
in a day of so-called realism and materialism? 
Purely theoretical? Possibly, but it is prag@ 
tical theorism unless the sermon on the mount 
was but the vain babbling of the supremig 
dreamer of dreams. . 

Of course, plan for post-war days. Procras 
tination in such planning brought Versaill 
within the memory of most of us. But 


and still ignores the most potent counter-irrt 
tant for today’s world rash, “Do unto others,” 
can be neither Christian nor ethics. No peoples 
claiming to follow in His steps may wander 
far from the beaten trail and remain lon 
orientated. 

If we be a Christian nation in truth and 


having sung in vain. Good will among mefi 
must survive the tragic shuffle in which it 
time appears hopelessly lost. 


Mess Call 


UCHING upon problems of the hout 


and issuing solemn warning that we are 
much nearer victory over Germany thafi 
over Fascism, the Vice-President recently tosse 
out upon an over-burdened air a statement ob 


than to the government. Said he, “When the 
war is over, the central fact will he hunger . .. 
physical aand spiritual hunger.” 

One wonders at times whether there be 
much beyond the currently popular presenta 
tion of wordy pronouncements, couched in the 
wearied words of over-worked resolutionists 
which endless war-tinged problems have pro- 


The Ewposito 
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iced, in the way of a-combined mind and 
uscle. Time will tell. 
In a day in which the liberalist lets out his 
lt and is agreed that all is fair in love and 
ar, one may be forgiven for longing for sight 
' rather than words about the strengthening 
' spiritual bulwarks. 
It is so simple to blast the dam and flood 
1¢ low-country with words. It is always 
isier to say than to do. . . and this line of 
ought is refreshed daily by the endless flow 
- august pronouncement of resolutions cover- 
ig everything from war-time child delin- 
uencies to the reforestation of Tarawa. Re- 
ardless of the sincerity marking its conception 
id presentation, even the most considered 
solution can speak only in vain so long as 
ie actual planting of new cocoanut palms on 
1e denuded atoll is left for others to do. 
It is true, as Mr. Wallace indicates, the cen- 
al fact, after the war is over will be hunger 
. Spiritual hunger. But when did he or we 
now a time when spiritual hunger was not the 
sntral fact? It is not new. It is not an out- 
yme of war, this war, per se, save only in-so- 
ir as the war portrays human weaknesses and 
n. Didn't we have spiritual hunger yester- 
ays, galore? Didn’t we attempt to feed it on 
read? Certainly we shall have spiritual hun- 
er after the war but man will grope uncer- 
inly along an unfamiliar road, should he even 
) much as propose that such hunger be fed 
n “every word that proceedeth out of the 
jouth of God.’ Had we been that kind of 
umanity, had we been using muscle more than 
fords, we would not be destruction bent today, 
or war can only be the diagnostic symptom of 
siritual starvation, somewhere. 
‘Let high places speak pretty pieces about 
siritual hunger and the need for spiritual sus- 
‘nance. Equally it becomes them and their 
wuse, particularly in pre-election periods. But 
sr the most of us the picture becomes con- 
incing only when there is sinew-bred indica- 
on that recognition of spiritual hunger NOW, 
ot “‘after the war” and by ME rather than by 
idefinite, generalized others, and an honest 
tempt be made to make our national govern- 
ent glow spiritually as it once did. When 
Vashington subsidizes spiritual food, when it 
tions it because it has stimulated a greater 
emand than there is supply, then those qual- 
ies and attributes of love, peace, truth, forti- 
ide, self-respect, tolerance, honesty, brother- 
ood will reply to the challenge tossed to a 
siritually starved humanity by greed, hate, am- 
ition, falsehood, pride, lust for power, posi- 
on and possession, entrees all, upon the self- 
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serve menus from which governments, from 
Hitler on up, have waxed exceeding fat. 
Count this as one inescapable fact.’ If the 
church does not provide the table and the 
spiritual fare, no one else will. There is small 
room for the spiritual luncheonette or auto- 
mat, Spiritual hunger can never be sated until 
it is provided with food, and resounding reso- 
lutions nor pronouncements from high places 
can remain more than hollow mockery so long 


as the larder is bare. 
ye 


Uplifted in Spirit, Fortified in Resolve 


Major Richard Braunstein, Chaplain, Army 
Medical Center, Washington, D. C., shares 
the following gem with Expositor readers: 

“The sun shone bright and warm while we 
all sang the old hymns which are our common 
inheritance and which we learned as children 
in our homes. We sang the hymn founded 
on the psalm which John Hampden’s soldiers 
sang when they bore his body to the grave 
and in which the brief precarious span of 
human life is contrasted with the immutability 
of Him to whom a thousand ages are but as 
yesterday and as a watch that is passed in the 
night. 

“We sang the sailors’ hymn ‘For Those in 
Peril, and there are very many in peril on 
the sea. We sang ‘Onward, Christian Sol- 
diers,’ and indeed I felt that this was no vain 
presumption, but that we had the right to feel 

(See page 26) 


ee Whust W. Guope / 


VICTOR Ey BECK 


“A neighborhood, but not a brotherhood’’— 
Is this the feat and curse of this our day? 
For we are groping still to find the way 

That leads to peace and life and mutual good. 

The art of living is not understood 
In times like these, when men are but the 


rey 
Of those who lust for power; and when they 
Who rule must rule by terror and by blood. 


Dear God, and must we ever grope like this? 
And shall we never see a brighter ray? 
And shall our striving serve no loftier ends? 
We trust in Christ! for sovereign love is His 
Who spoke the guiding words: “I am the way’; 


O when shall all mankind in Him be 
friends? 
Worcester, Mass. 
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CHURCH METHODS. 


Plans and Ideas Used by Active Pastors 
That may be Adapted for Use in any Parish 


>< 


The Days Before Us 


Organ Prelude: “Finlander’’—Svbelius. 

Salutation: ‘I will instruct thee and teach 
thee in the way which thou shalt go; I will 
guide thee with mine eye.” Psa. 32:8. 

Violin Selections: : 
BP AL iy eee ce Schumann-Honicky 


“Traumeret”’ 
SSouvenir D) Wieniawskr * ...-—--_-= Haesche 
Invocation: Almighty God, our Heavenly 


Father, with whom a thousand years are as one 
day and one day as a thousand years, we the 
children of a brief hour to be near to Thee as 
we stand at the threshold of a great and un- 
fathomable opportunity. We present ourselves 
as instruments of Thy will and Thy choosing. 
Guide Thou our comings and goings, watch 
Thou over our plans, our desires, our accom- 
plishments. Lead Thou our every step. We 
ask in Jesus’ Name. Amen. 

Hymn: “A Charge to Keep I] Have”— 
St. Ethelwald, S. M. 

Prayer: (Especially for guidance in our 
daily lives at present; our men in active con- 
flict, patient understanding of their changed 
outlook, and sincere dedication to continuous 
devotion to carrying out the will of God.) 

Hymn: ‘Take My Life, O Father, Mold It.” 

(Special talent, duet, violin solo, or chorus) 

Personal Dedication: 

Pastor: Our days ahead will be the reality 
of our thoughts and desires of today. Limit- 
less patience, great understanding and sym- 
pathy, courage of divine stature are the soil 
from which to sprout the beginnings of true 
brotherhood among men over all the earth. 

People: Heavenly Father, fill our hearts 
with the grace and love necessary to carry for- 
ward Thy plans among nations and men. 

Pastor: Thou hast made one the nations of 
the world through the gifts of science, inven- 
tion, and education. We, in our lack of under- 
standing have turned these gifts into a scourge 
and divider of nations. In great humility, we 
acknowledge our part in the transgressions of 
Thy laws, and pray Thy forgiveness. We pray 
for a new conquest in the hearts of men, found- 
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People: To this we dedicate ourselves as j 
body of believers in Thy teachings. 

Pastor: Help us to broaden our influence a§) 
a Church, through faith, prayer and example 
to meet the world-wide challenge hurled 
through innumerable devices, designed as bless3) 
ings to the world, temporarily used in violence) 
destruction, and death, but capable of a greate’ 
degree of happiness, well-being and comfo 
than we have yet dreamed. 

People: WHeavenly Father, we dedicate our 
selves to the prayerful realization of devoting 
Thy gifts of science, invention, and wealth ta) 
the brotherhood of man, in Christ Jesus. 

Pastor: Heavenly Father, help us to couch 
our speech, our education of the young, ow 
stewardship, our transactions with others in the 
love which brought to earth a Teacher, Ad= 
visor, and Saviour; love which sent the Holy) 
Spirit to guide our understanding of Thee; love 
which is destined to bring Thy Kingdom on) 
earth. 

People: To this we dedicate our energie 
our prayer, Our possessions. 

Pastor: Help us to be true to the great and 
divine aspiration which sent forth Christian 
Missionaries to teach and to heal, to comfort 
and guide in Thy way. 

People: We pray for courage and steadfast 
ness to dedicate our aspirations to Thy cor 
mand to go into all the world and teach me 
of Thy Love and Salvation. 

Pastor: Strengthen and undergird o 
Christian believers in this Church, and through 
out the world, in facing with Thee, the changes 
wrought through sin and destruction. Help us 
to see through Thy love the challenge in the 
social and spiritual changes of tomorrow. 

People: To this end, we offer ourselves, our 
possessions, our influence and aspirations, 
through Jesus Christ, our Saviour. 

Hymn: ‘Take My Life, and Let It Be,” 

Prayer: Grant, O Lord, now that we ma 
walk into tomorrow as children entering upon 
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e revelation of the right-hand of Thy glory; 
tomorrow that Thou art making wonderful 
nong all the years of time; grant that we may 
a part of this revelation, having won a 
phe view through the forgiveness which 
ou hast granted us of our sinfulness, ruth- 
Bess, selfishness and lack of understanding 
Thy love. As mariners correct the compass 
their ship before venturing out upon the 
known deep, so help Thou us to souls of 
sitive questing before embarking upon the 
yage of tomorrow. Help us to clasp to our 
arts our sorrowful, lonely, maimed and spir- 
ally dead, so Thou mayest reveal to them 
tough us the face of Thy Glory. We leave 
hind us the graves of our dead, once strong 
d willing, now silent, and we pray that 
rough their courage and devotion we may be 
certain of Thee as to be unafraid of tomor- 
Ww. 
Hymn: “Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus.” 
Benediction. 
Postlude: ‘Toccata’ —McMaster. 


* * 


‘(This service may be used as a Sunday after- 
on Vesper service, a Sunday Evening Young 
ople’s Service, a Mid-Week Service, or Spe- 
1 Dedication Service. Candle-lighting will 
hance the dignity of the service.) 


arrying God to The People 


Wrote a soldier from the front, “The fight- 
g was so intense there was no chance to have 
Church service. We could not leave our fox- 
les, nor was it safe to gather anywhere near 
a group. Our Chaplain took care of it by 


ached words of hymns and some prayers, 
ad got it to one fox-hole. As soon as the fel- 
yw there was through with the Bible, and 
1e prayers, he got it to the next man. So, you 
¢ we had worship services right in the fox- 
oles.” 

We were reminded of this in reading the 
slowing story sent by Dr. William J. Hart of 
acona, New York, where a Methodist minis- 
© with great initiative carried the Sunday Eve- 
ing Service to the people, albeit the people 
ould not have been in great personal danger 
they had come to the Church to worship. 
ev. Hart says: 

The distinction of being the first County 
air to hold a county-wide religious service, so 
-as known, is claimed by Sandy Creek, New 
ork. This agricultural fair, held in a rural 
ction in a large county which has many ham- 
ts and small villages, and only two small 
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arking sections in the Bible for us to read, © 


cities, has been held continuously since near the 
middle of the last century. Such fairs were 
popular, and several were held in the county, 
at the time the Sandy Creek Fair came into ex- 
istence. One by one, however, for various rea- 
sons, they have ceased to exist, and the Sandy 
Creek Fair has taken on the character of a 
county fair. The 86th fair was held in August, 
1943, 

Back in 1941, the Rev. Herbert Harrison, a 
minister of great initiative, conceived the idea 
of opening the fair with a religious service on 
the Sunday evening preceding the formal open- 
ing ceremonies on Tuesday morning. Other 
ministers cooperated with him. The officials of 
the fair gave the service their hearty support, 
and placed at its disposal their various facili- 
ties. The grandstand was made available. A 
platform was erected for the band and speak- 
ers, and loud-speakers were installed to carry 
the words of the speaker to the audience. 

About a thousand people have attended these 
services each year. A spirit of great reverence 
has pervaded the assembly. Prominent ministers 
have been secured to deliver the addresses. 
Programs, with the hymns printed on them, 
have been furnished the audience. A high 
school band has conducted the music, and a 
soloist has rendered special music. A copy of 
the program for 1943, the third annual service, 
outlines the entire feature: 


The Service 
Selections: Seni. aS Pulaski Academy Band 
AIICTICA We, ets Pulaski Academy Band 
Call to Worship.......... Pastor, Methodist Church 
Hymn-— Holy, Holy;cHoly aes 
(Congregation singing, with Band Accom- 
paniment.) 
Pastoral Prayer -........... Pastor, Catholic Church 
Solo—"The Lord’s Prayer’ 
Scripture—Psalm 1 ...... Pastor, Baptist Church 
SelechiOly coe eee ae Pulaski Academy Band 
Hymn—‘‘My Faith Looks Up .. .” .....:...... 
(Congregation with Band.) 
Offertory Pulaski Academy Band 
Seton eee Dist. Supt., Methodist Church 
Solo—‘‘Were You There” 
Benediction 
National Anthem .......... Pulaski Academy Band 


Juvenile Delinquency 


The idea of demonstrating to young people 
the facts of prison life, as suggested by an in- 
mate of a central-states prisoner, to curb delin- 
quency is being carried out in many cities. 

Every thinking person will recognize it as a 
“fear” cure, and one that will bring many 
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young people into contact with sordid condi- 
tions attendant upon all delinquency and crime, 
yet in the absence of a constructive program 
of citizenship training, the plan may have its 
cteditable points. 

Sheriff Britt, Erie County, New York, in- 
vited a group of Hi-Y boys to tour the County 
Jail, as an experiment in the hope of showing 
the significance of life in jail, for many a 
prelude to long prison sentences, in the hope 
of reducing delinquency. After the tour, the 
Sheriff is quoted as saying: 

“I trust that you will absorb what you have 
seen and act as missioners to other boys and 
gitls who may be inclined to violate the law 
or to step from the righteous path to a way- 
ward one. If you are successful in saving one 
boy or girl from the fate of those you have 
seen tonight, I will be content that with your 
help my efforts to suppress juvenile crime will 
not be in vain. 

“In this institution, we have male and fe- 
male inmates over 16. You saw that each cell 
has solid steel bars in which the inmates are 
‘locked each night. No conveniences, such as 
you are accustomed to in your homes, are here. 
Inmates are deprived of all home comforts, 
friends and family, and their daily way of life. 
But, worst of all, they are deprived of their 
liberty.” 


Soldiers-Sailors Recognition Service 

“Both boys and parents appreciated this,” 
writes Rev. Oliver B. Proett, First Presbyterian 
Church, Wayne, Nebraska. After standing in 
railroad stations in various sections of the 
country, and seeing some of the ‘‘Selectee- 
Send-offs’’ at first hand, this writer can under- 
stand that both boys and parents would be 
gtateful to the pastor, Church and community 
for the Recognition Service, here shared with 
you. 

The Service 

Prelude: ‘The American Vow''—Goodell- 
Martin. 

Call to Worship: ‘Truly my soul waiteth 
upon God; from Him cometh my Salvation.” 

Congregation: “He only is my rock and my 
salvation; He is my defense; I will not be great- 
ly moved.” 

Invocation and the Lord’s Prayer. 

Hymn: “God of Our Fathers.” 

Reading of Honor Roll: Secretary of the 
Congregation. 

Pledge of Allegiance: 

I pledge allegiance to the men and women 
who go from this Church into the service of our 
country. 
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‘faith, from God the Father, and the Lord Jesut 


I pledge my prayer for them, that they sha 
day by day rediscover the joy of God's pre 
ence; that the Holy Spirit shall be their guide 
that they shall be His witnesses wherever the 
aces 

I pledge myself to my Church, that we tor 
may grow in grace and in the knowledge o 
Christ; that they shall find a spiritually stron 
and vigorous Church to challenge as they re 
turn; that this Church’s horizons may enlarge 
to match their experiences; that the taproot of 
spiritual life in this Church may be long enougl 
to sustain and feed new goals. 

I pledge my allegiance to their loved ones 
to serve in Christian fellowship with them. 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ b 
with us all. -Amen.—(Balletin of Presbyterta 
Church, Ashland, Oregon). 

Prayer for Men in Service: Pastor. 

Choral Response: Psalm 119. 

Special Music: ‘The American Anthem.” 

Scripture: Eph. 6:10-24. 

Presentation of War Time Service Fund. 

Offertory Prayer. 

Offertory: “God of Free Peoples, Guidi 
Our Land’’—Lindsay. 

Hymn: “O God of Love, O King of Peace. 
(2nd tune). 

Sermon: “A Righteous Peace.” Text 
“Peace be unto the brethren, and love wi 


Christ.” Eph. 6:23. 
Hymn: “My Country ’Tis of Thee.” 
Benediction. 
Chorus. 
Postlude: 


“America, My Home.’’—Wooler 


Service Flag Dedication 


The 103 candles, symbolizing the 103 ser 
vice men and women of First Lutheran Church 
Chambersburg, Pa., whose lives are dedicatec 
to the freedom of men, were lighted as a par 
of the formal service when the names of e 
listees were read. 

The program was planned for the mai 
Sanctuary on the evening of November 7t 
the service flag, 5x8 feet, bearing 103 star 
(79 blue stars for men in the Army, 17 in th 
Navy, two in the Marine Corps, three Wave: 
and two Cadet Nurses’ Corps; and three 
stars for those missing) formed the backgroun¢ 
of Chancel decoration. Directly in front of th 
flag were 103 white tapers, arranged in ‘“V 
formation, with three gold-colored tapers form 
ing the base of the “V’. This arrangemen 
was flanked by palms, potted plants, and c 
flowers, centering attention on the usual alta 


— 


The Exposito 


a a 


tishings of Cross and candles, directly in 
ont of the base of the ‘‘V”. 
The dedicatory sermon was preached by 
pt. Arthur H. Abplanalp, Assistant to the 
ief of Chaplains Branch, 3rd Service Com- 
and, Baltimore, on the subject: “A Living 
owledge of Sin; A Living Knowledge of Its 
mqueror.’ Capt. Gordon L. Nerim, Carlisle 
arracks, was soloist. 
The service began with the Church Call by 
umpeters of Pennsylvania Soldiers’ Orphan 
hool. Rev. C. S, Klug, pastor of First Luth- 
an Church, read the names from the Honor 
oll, and as each name was spoken, a taper 
as lighted by one of several young women at- 
ndants. Silent prayer was offered in memory 
t the gold-star members, after which the Ser- 
ice Flag was formally presented to the Church 
the wife of the service man with the longest 
cord of service to the nation. Litany and 
ayer followed the presentation. 
Scripture Lessons were read by Major J. S. 
ockman, retired Army Chaplain; four mem- 
ts of the Military Police company at Letter- 
nny Ordnance Depot acted as color guards. 
aj. Gen. H. J. Lawes, commanding general 
Letterkenny Depot, and his staff attended 
€ service as honor guests, as did delegations 
World War I veterans’ organizations. 


ell-Ringer’s Contest 
Individual Sunday School Class attendance 
n Rally Sunday was used as an indicator by the 
yung people of a Methodist Church in Indi- 
a, who voted a three-month contest to main- 
in Rally Sunday attendance records. 
A series of small card-board Chapels was de- 
gned by the leaders, one for each class in the 
unday School. A small bulletin board, show- 
g the date for each Sunday for the three- 
10nths contest was mounted at the front of the 
mall Chapel. At the top was the date and at- 
endance record for Rally Sunday, under which 
as entered the record for each Sunday, op- 
osite the date. 
Each Chapel tower had a small bell (Christ- 
as decorations). If the attendance was equal 
Rally Sunday, the bell was tinkled as soon 
s the record was recorded. If the attendance 
ad exceeded that of Rally Sunday, the bell was 
inkled several times during the session. Sev- 
tal times there was cause for ‘‘a parade of 
Jhapels”’ with a special ‘‘tinkling”’ session. 
When the attendance record fell much be- 
ow the indicator, the bell was silent. Some 
ells were silent throughout the contest; others 
vere silent some Sundays; yet others “'tinkled”’ 
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merrily every session. The secret of the appeal 
in this plan probably is that all young people 
like audible expressions of “getting some- 
where”; they can hear the bell ring, and they 
respond accordingly. 

Recently, Central Christian Church, Ironton, 
Ohio, reported a ‘Dog House” Contest, on 
much the same plan. Instead of ringing the 
Chapel bell, a small dog posed in front of the 
small house as a reward for good attendance or 
remained in the dog house when record was 
too much below par. This idea is realistic, if 
not spiritual. 


Flag Folder 


Readers desiring the history of the Ameri- 
can Flag or the Christian Flag may secure the 
“Flag Folder” from Goodenough & Woglom 
Company, by addressing a request to them, 296 
Broadway, New York City. 


Pastoral Calling 


“Count that day lost 
Whose low descending sun, 
Views at its close 


No pastoral Calling done.” 


This ditty comes from Otis Moore, Method- 
ist Community Church, Kenilworth, New Jer- 
sey, penned on a card, postal card size, with a 
beautiful illustration of Kenilworth Church. 
We assume the card is used to contact mem- 
bers on parish interests. 


Salvage of Wrecked War Equipment 


“Using wood from wrecked enemy planes 
for the Communion rail, the men of an R.A.F. 
Wellington night bomber wing in North Africa 
recently built their own Parish Church in the 
desert,’ reports British Information Service. 

The Church consists of two tents fronted by 
an ancient Arab archway, and topped by a 
wooden cross. Shell cases serve as altar bases, 
bomb containers as seats, and old flare boxes as 
choir stalls. The sandy floor was lowered two 
feet to provide sufficient headroom. Steps were 
cut, and large strips of canvas stretched over 
the dunes for a carpet. An organ, bought with 
money subscribed by the fliers, makes the chapel 
complete. In addition to regular Sunday ser- 
vices, there are daily services and Bible classes. 
The Church is used for classical concerts. All 
squadrons—and men of all denominations— 
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took part in the work, each unit volunteering 
to construct a particular section. 

To the observer, this would seem like a good 
pattern for civilian use: 1. Recognizing the 
need. 2. Locating material, in the face of 
great odds. 3. Everyone volunteering to do 
their share of the active work. 4. Common 
interest of all denominations. 5. Church open 
for activities at all times, to meet spiritual 
needs. 


The Minister’s Annual In Service 


Here are some extracts from letters received 
the first week of December, 1943— 

“IT have been making strenuous efforts to 
secure former issues of The Minister’s Annual, 
which you so ably edit and compile. I offer you 
my sincere congratulations. My efforts to se- 
cute these works will in itself be the highest 
tribute to their worth. 

“T have volume 13 and 14, and I write in 
the hope that you will be able to locate other 
issues Of Can spare me a copy of each. If you 
haven’t, can you possibly secure them for me. 
It may be that from the list of contributors 
who will surely have a copy and would per- 
haps be willing or pleased to send to a clergy- 
man in England.—F. J. E., England. 

“I appeal for a notice so I can apply for a 
permit to forward the subscription for The 
Minister’s Annual and The Expositor. I feel 
that as things are now, there would be little 
difficulty. I am single handed in a parish of 
15,000. Your publications were such a help 
to me in the midst of all the rush and many 
duties, and I do miss them so much.’’—R. H. 
T., England. 

“I have been making great effort to secure 
copies of The Minister's Annual, and it was 
suggested that I write you. The book is just 
wonderful, I think, and I wish to buy them. 
Can you tell me where the volumes can be se- 
cured ?”—L. M. Y., New York. 


Many fault-finders fail to realize that is what they 
are seeking. 

Proclaim your estimate of yourself in great deeds 

Trouble disturbs some, strengthens others. < 

Are you enthusiastic about 
Success ? 


Have you met the Spirit of Revenge? Were you 


taller and stronger, or did you lose out in the en- 
counter ? 


Success ? W hose 


Pee of perfection to most children—Mother 
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- of Christian Conduct, in which I developed 


My Preaching Program 


By MILTON THOMAS 
Putneyville, Pa. 


With the year just closed I look back over 
the record of sermons I have preached ane 
strive for an evaluation. Most of them wet 
in my original plan, but of course changes had 
to be made in the program during the yeaf, 
The sermons were preached by the writer as 
pastor of a six-point rural circuit and were dé 
signed to meet the needs of rural folk. Each 
Sunday I preached at four of the six churches 
and usually used the same sermon. By far the 
larger number of sermons were preached 
the revivals held in each of the six churches. 
There was some repetition in the sermon pro 
gram for the revivals, but usually the program 
was different in each Church. In these se 
mons I tried to run the whole scale of themés 
touching on the evangelistic Gospel. Then we 
had two weeks of pre-Pentecost services whic 
gave the emphasis on the deeper experience i 
the Holy Spirit. 

The rest of the preaching was largely for the 
usual Sunday services. I find that I have 
preached upon the following themes: Jesus 
Christ, The Work of Evangelism, Bible Study, 
The Church, Stewardship, and Missions. 1 
preached a group of four sermons called, Laws 


< 


Ten Commandments, the Two Comman 
ments of Christ, and other definite directions 
for Christian living. In addition there were the 
sermons for Special Occasions and a few 

cellaneous sermons, needed, but not part Gf 
some larger emphasis. There follow the set 
mon topics listed under their proper maj 
emphasis which formed my preaching program 


Jesus Christ: Made Sin for Us. The Pe 


son of Christ. Gospel’s 3:16. 


The Work of Evangelism: The Value 
Witnessing. The Place and Content of Conve 
sion. 


Bible Study; Scripture. The Place of Bib 
Study in Christian Living. 


Laws of Christian Conduct: (4 sermons) 


Revival Sermons: Manners and Morals. 
Counting the Cost, The Way of Salvation, The 
Meaning of Christ to Me, If a Man Die Shz 
He Live Again? Through the Valley of Sha 
ow, The Blessed Dead, The Problem of Sin 
Corruption—Destruction—Repentance, Thé 
New Birth, Repentance and Faith, Upon Re 
pentance for Sin—Surrender to God—ane 
Faith in Christ; Jesus Christ, Our Savio 
Jesus Died for You, 
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Jesus Christ: Before Pilate — Crucified — 
ead and Buried. Adequacy of Gospel of 
hrist to Needs of Men. People Known and 
nknown, Voices from Calvary, The Right to 
ternal Life, Believers. 

niversal Atonement Received By Repentance 
and Faith 

Justification by. Faith, Hand of the Soul, 
iving Christ, The Message to the Church at 
phesus, Smyrna, Pergamus, Thyatira, Sardis, 
hiladelphia and Laodicians; Jesus Christ, our 
ord and Redeemer; Christ in You, the Hope 
F Glory. 

he Acknowledgment of the Lordship of Christ 
Over the Individual 

Jesus, Our High Priest; Do You Believe that 
ssus Is the Christ? Jesus Christ, His Son, Our 
edeemer; Complete in Christ, The Compas- 
onate God; Jesus Has Provided for Your Sal- 
ation; A Faithful Saying Worth Accepting; 
Vhen the Voice of God Speaks; With Jesus in 
1¢ Storm; Jesus as a Soul-Winner; The Atone- 
lent as Taught by John; The Heart of the 
rospel; The Hope of Eternity Through Christ; 
arriers Burned Away or Forgiveness of Sins; 
alvation by Faith; Not Servants, But Friends. 
he Church 

Patriotism to My Church; Early American 
fethodism; Work of the Church in Stabilizing 
1¢ Home; What Effective Christian Education 
equires Today; Wesleyan Revival in England; 
econciliation of Our Church Life. 


Stewardship 

Tithing, the Solution of the Church’s Fi- 
nances; What Practical Service Can I Render 
God? Christian Stewardship; Stewardship of 
Life and Possessions. 


Missions 
Jonah; The Universal Gospel; The Church 
Takes Root in India. 


Pentecost 

Can the Methodist Church Recover Her 
Passion for Holiness? The Baptism With Fire; 
A Night at Peniel; Consecration; Whiter Than 
Snow; Perfect Love; Promises of Pentecost; 
What Is Christian Perfection? The Baptism of 
the Holy Spirit; The Holy Spirit for the Ask- 
ing; The Abiding Character of Perfect Love; 
Sanctification. ; 


Special Sermons 

Introductory Sermon (Beginning Pastorate) ; 
When I Am Old ( Veterans’ Day); A Growing 
Thanksgiving (Thanksgiving); No Room in 
the Inn (Advent); Out of Bethlehem (Ad- 
vent); Joseph and Mary (Christmas); Redeem- 
ing the Time (New Year); The Resurrection 
(Easter); The  Beaitude of Parenthood 
(Mother's Day); World Peace (Peace Insti- 
tute); Christ of the Countryside (Rural Life). 


Miscellaneous 
Man Needs God, The Fact of Sin, God Is 
Impartial, Prayer, To a Weary Christian. 


Veek of Prayer Topics 


Issued by 
DEPARTMENT OF EVANGELISM 
FEDERAL COUNCIL OF THE CHURCHES 
OF CHRIST IN AMERICA 
AT Fourth Avenue New York 10, N. Y. 


Perhaps there never has been a time when 
hristians needed to pray more than during 
vese days of suffering and conflict. Chris- 
ans need to pray for themselves that they may 
e true to Christ and the Church. Also, they 
eed to pray fervently for others. Prayer helps 
y bind the Churches of the world into an un- 
reakable fellowship. Circumstances at pres- 
it prevent individual Christians, and indi- 
idual Churches, from doing many things, yet 
were is always one thing they can do—they 
in pray. 

These topics are suggested for the early part 
f January, but there is no limit to the effec- 
veness of sincere prayer. The topics or series 
F devotions are suitable for use each month 
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in the year, or at any time in the month of 


January, or through the year. 
General Theme: THE POWER OF GOD. 


Tk. Power in Evil Hands 


John 10:11—‘‘Thou wouldst have no power 
against me, except it were given thee from 
above.” ' 

Scripture: Job 38:1-11, 16-24, 34-6; Psalm 
1:47. Jeremiah 10:12-16. John 19:1-16. 


Themes for Prayer 


Let us examine the powers which we hold: 
possessions—large or small—money, influence 
over family and friend, position in the com- 
munity, the brave word we have the power to 
speak. 

Let us pray for grace to understand that all 
power is given us from above. 

Let us pray for our nation that in its gtow- 
ing strength, it may acknowledge God in all 
its ways. 
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Let us pray for evil men who hold great 
power, that God may turn them in penitence 
unto Himself. 

Suggested Hymns 
“O God, our Help in Ages Past” 
“I sing the mighty power of God” 
“Immortal, invisible, God only wise”’ 
“God moves in a mysterious way’’ 
“O God of Bethel, by whose hand” 
“Lord of all being, throned afar’ 


fs ok 
2. Evil Hour in God’s Eternity 
Luke 22:53—". . . this is your hour and the 


power of darkness.” 
Scripture meditation: Luke 22:39-53, Psalm 
37:1-17, Isaiah 43:1-7, Matthew 7:24-27. 
Themes for Prayer 

Let-us pray for all victims of the powers of 
darkness, especially for those who suffer under 
war, invasion, bombardment from the air, 
starvation, oppression. 

Let us pray for those whom we call 
“enemies” that God’s gracious and redeeming 
purpose may be fulfilled in them and in us, that 
our broken humanity may be restored to peace 
with justice for all. 

Let us pray for those who are under heavy 
burdens of sorrow, that the comfort of God 
may sustain them. 

Let us pray for the coming of the Kingdom 
of Christ, who in His reign will bring the ful- 
fillment of all desires, the answer to all 
prayers. 

Suggested Hymns 

“Lead, kindly Light’’ 

“Abide with Me’ 

“Call Jehovah thy Salvation” 

“Dear Lord and Father of mankind” 

“When shadows gather on our way” 

“The Lord’s my Shepherd, I'll not want’’ 

a = 7k 


ae Self-Restraint of God 


Isaiah 42:3—"A bruised reed will he not break, 
and a dimly burning wick will he not 
quench.” 

Scripture meditation: Psalm 147:3,4; Isaiah 
53:1-6; Hosea 2:14-23; Job, chapter 26, 
Job 23:3-16; Luke 15:1-7. 

Themes for Prayer 
Let us meditate on the power of God: in the 
wonders of nature, in the miracle of a human 
life, in the course of human history, 


Let us thank God for all His fatherly gra- 
ciousness to us. 
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Let us be specific and call to mind our o 
blessings. meat 

Let us pray for those who live in dread 
God and who have never known the power 
the gospel. 

Let us pray for the grace of self-restraint 
our own use of power over others. 

Suggested Hymns 

“Let us with a gladsome mind” 

“This is my Father’s world” 

“O Love of God most full” 

“Begin, my tongue, some heavenly theme’ 

“Now thank we all our God” 

“Praise, my soul, the King of heaven” 

* * * 


A, The Gospel as Power 


Romans 1:16—‘I am not ashamed of the 
pel: for it is the power of God unto s 
vation to every one that believeth.” 

Scripture meditation: Psalm 91, Romans 8:2 
39, The Acts 2:22-42. 


Themes for Prayer 
Let us meditate today on our own relati 
to the Cross of Christ; examining in its li 
our own weaknesses; confessing them to 
waiting to know His forgiveness. 
Let us pray for a new understanding of 


- power of the gospel. 


Let us pray that we may be strong for tod 
because our trust is not in ourselves, but 
God. 

Let us pray for power to meet the hard pl 
which may surprise us this day. 


Suggested Hymns 
“Beneath the cross of Jesus” 
“When I survey the wondrous cross” 
“I need Thee every hour” 
“Jesus, Saviour, pilot me” 
“My faith looks up to Thee” 


* * 


Ds God’s Strong Use of Human 
Weakness 


I Corinthians 1:27—". . . God chose the we 
things of the world, that he might put 
shame the things that are strong.” 

Scripture meditation: Luke 18:7-14; I Cori 
thians 1:18-25; Isaiah 40:27-31; II Cori 
thians 12:7-10; Luke 6:21-26. 


Themes for Prayer 


Let us examine the source of our own co 
fidence. Is it our own skill, or education, | 
achievements, or service? or is it really 
faithful grace of God? 

(See page 44) 


The Expositc 


HE dining-room was open to the fore- 
court which, in turn, gave way to the 
public thoroughfare. Since no porter 
as in attendance it was a simple matter for 
yone to enter the apartment from the street. 
uddenly, a woman did enter and went straight 
) the couch where Jesus was reclining. In her 
and she carried a carved flask of alabaster, 
led with costly perfume. She stood, for a 
homent, at the end of the couch, the tears 
teaming down her cheeks and dropping on 
ne Mastet’s feet. Then, kneeling, she dried 
e tears with her flowing hair and, after kiss- 
ng the Master’s feet again and again, she 
oured the perfume upon them. The woman 
as Maty of Magdala. These are substantial- 
y the words with which Van Tassel Sutphen, 
n his book called, I, Nathaneal, Knew Jesus, 
magines and describes that occasion on which 


Slenn Atkins has said, ‘‘not to the commenta- 
brs but to poetry, to the impulse of a woman's 
eart, and to Jesus’ loneliness’ —‘‘The poor you 
ave always with you; but Me you have not 
ways.” 
It was because Judas protested the pouring 
ff the perfume on the Master’s feet, crying out, 
Why this waste? This perfume might have 
een sold for much and given to the poor,” 
vat Jesus rebuked him, answering and saying, 
The poor you have always with you; but Me 
ou have not always.” The unloving cannot 
ppreciate lavishness of love like that of Mary. 
“hose who are stingy at heart cannot under- 
and such gestures of generosity. They only 
and, in the midst of glorious giving, gritting 
eir teeth and clenching their fists and crying, 
Why this waste?” whether it be glorious giv- 
ng like that of Mary pouring out the precious 
nd costly perfume or Jesus laying. down His 
ife on the cross of Calvary for the sins of the 
vorld. 

“The poor you have always with you; but 
fle you have not always.” It was in those days 


farshall, Mich. 
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esus spoke a sentence that belongs, as Gaius - 


SERMONS 


ALWAYS 


HARRY W. STAVER, D.D. 


that Jesus told His disciples how He must be 
“rejected of the Scribes and Pharisees and rul- 
ers of the people and be put to death.” As 
day added to day that emphasis multiplied on 
the lips and in the pronouncements of the Mas- 
ter. In one way and another He speaks the 
thing saying, “I have a baptism to be baptized 
with and how am I straightened until it be ac- 
complished.” “Truly the Son of Man goeth 
as it is written of him.’’ At length the day 
came and He was hung on the cross. And it 
all came flooding back into the minds of the 
disciples—that hour in Simon’s house when 
Mary of Magdala “bathed the Saviour’s feet 
with spikenard and with tears’; when one of 
their own company begrudged Him that “‘one 
last perfumed testament of affection’; when 
Jesus said, “Me you have not always.” How 
glad they would have been, in that hour when 
the Master’s word was fulfilled and He hung 
dead on the cross, to have opened all the ala- 
baster boxes in the world nor called any of it 
“waste’’. But over that dread scene, and across 
the clouds that shut out the sun and cast their 
shadows within the very hearts of those dis- 
ciples, were the words they never could forget 
—'Me you have not always.” That’s the som- 
ber sentence the disciples heard from Jesus in 
the house of Simon, the leper. And there is 
somewhat in it all for us to hear, too! 

But the somber sentence, and Simon’s house, 
are not our stopping-place. We go, rather, to 
that Mount from which Jesus ‘‘ascended into 
heaven.” Perhaps it was there as it is in Ed- 
win Markham’s picture of After the Sepulchre 
—‘“There in the morning, on the old worn 
ways, new-risen from the sacrament of death, 
He looked toward Olivet with tender gaze. 
Old things of the heart came back from other 
days—the happy, homely shop in Nazareth; 
the noon-day shadow of a wayside tree that 
had befriended Him in Galilee; dear talks in 
Bethany by the chimney-stone; and night-long, 
lingering talks with John alone. And then He 
thought of all the weary men He would have 
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gathered as a mother hen gathers her brood un- 
der her wings at night.” There, at any rate, 
on the Mount of the Ascension the word in 
Simon’s house is swallowed up and a new word 
takes its place. Clad in the power of an end- 
less life and robed in the glory of the Resur- 
rection, with His hands outstretched in bless- 
ing and uplifted in benediction, Jesus spoke— 
and His words ring down the years—'‘Lo, I am 
with you always, even unto the end of the 
world.” 

A story comes out of the Great War that 
tells of an officer who volunteered to repair a 
breach in the wire and to do it alone. Aware 
of the dangers involved and the hazards he 
must run, he sought out his Chaplain and said, 
“Chaplain, I wish you would pray for me that 
I may come safely back again.” To which the 
Chaplain made answer saying, ‘I will pray for 
you. But I am also coming with you.” The 
story does not say how the exploit ended, nor 
does it greatly matter. The incident illus- 
trates that spirit in a man which was also in 
Christ Jesus, our Lord, when he said, “Lo, I 
am with you always, even to the end of the 
world.” 

In the days that followed after the cruci- 
fixion, death, and resurrection of Jesus, the dis- 
ciples knew all manner of tribulation. They 
suffered persecution, endured imprisonments, 
and died for their faith. But this is the im- 
portant thing, that down all dark and danger- 
ous ways they went, One went with them, even 
Jesus with His promise, “Lo, I am with you 
always.” In the Book to the Hebrews is a tale 
matched by the torments of our own times—a 
tale of men and women having “‘trial of mock- 
ings and scourgings, and bonds, and imprison- 


Hungry sheep may look up and not be fed. 


DONT 


GORDON W. MATTICE, D. D. 


Text: Hebrews 2:1—*We must pay closer 
attention to what we have heard in case we 


adrift. . .”. (Moffatt) 
ie: of the sixty-six books in the Bible 


was written for a specific purpose, In 

some of them, only careful study will 
reveal the author’s intention, but there are 
many whose aim is very clear. Among these 
is the Epistle to the Hebrews. There is a unity 
in its composition that we do not recognize in 
any other New Testament book. The author 


Westminster Church, Rochester, N. Y. 
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ments” at the hands of their oppressors. “The 
were stoned, they were sawn asunder, they we 
tempted, they were slain with the sword; they 
went about in sheep-skins, in goat-skins; being 
destitute, afflicted, ill-treated, wandering if 
deserts and mountains and caves and holes oj} 
the earth.” But down all the dark and dan: 
gerous ways they went, One went with them 
even Jesus with His promise, ‘Lo, I am with 
you always.” Nor is the ancient witness all 
for there is the testimony of our own imme 
diate time borne from the far corners of the 
world. An air-man writes his experiences in 
a book and across the title-page he inscribes 
these words, ‘‘God is my Co-Pilot.” “A Lette 
from New Guinea’’ finds its way into prini 
and behold it is a story of Divine care and 
protection, of God and Jesus with His prom: 
ise, “Lo, I am with you always.” And there 
are those men on the rubber raft, adrift on the 
open ocean, hungry, and well-nigh hopeless, 
being fed as miraculously as Elijah by God 
and being delivered out of their distresses and 
coming back to testify as others have done 
“O God, Thine arm was here; and not to u 
but to Thine arm alone, ascribe we all.” 
Chaplain Richard Braunstein tells of a sol 
dier who came, in almost breathless haste and 
flinging his question, as it were, on the ru 
“What can you tell me about God quick?’ 
There are any number of things about 
that we can tell men “quick.” But for thosé 
who go the dark or dangerous way perhaps 
the promise of the ever-living Christ, “Lo, 
am with you always, even to the end of the 
world,” is the word they long most to heat 
and that we need most to speak. 


DRIFT 


makes straight for his goal from start to finish 
Even the exhortations that are so character 
istic of the book, while they sort of break the 
thread of the argument, are not digressions 
from the main object, but rather direct means 
for attaining it. They are applications of eac 
part of the discussion to the one great aim that 
is kept steadily in view throughout. 

The group addressed are evidently in dan 
ger of falling away from their once firm faith 
So desperate does their condition appear to 
the author, that he feels it necessary to ex 
postulate in the strongest possible terms. He 


The Expositor 


all 


ust warn them of their peril, exhort them 
stand fast. . 
Beginning with the fact that God, who had 
ken in so many ways, had now spoken unto 
in his Son, he develops the argument 
at leads to the question, “how shall you es- 
pe, if you neglect so great a salvation?’ And 
2 he comes to a summary of the first part 
Ais argument thus: “We must pay closer 
tention to what we have heard, in case we 
iit away.” This is the inference the author 
aws from the preliminary argument. 

Now that word “drift” in our text is a pre- 
Se word. It perhaps was suggested by the 
ought of a boat unanchored, carried away by 
e tide, due to neglect or carelessness. There 
¢ currents flowing about us that will take 
s off drifting away from our stabilities, unless 
l€ pay closer attention to the cardinal prin- 
ples of our faith. You know, as I do, of 
kact instances of how this has happened to 
any in our day. And these currents are 
eacherous, for we may not know of their 
fect upon us until it is too late to resist their 
ywer. And it may not be so much a mat- 
‘of “rejecting” as of “neglecting.” We 
and in peril of being carried away. When 
ne gale struck many floundered. Our beliefs, 
ur convictions and our loyalties—ah, what 
as happened to them? And perhaps we are 
atther away than we supposed. 

‘TI recall reading of an experience of a group 
explorers in the Arctic regions. They set 
one day to draw a boat over the ice, ex- 
ecting thereby to get farther northward, but 
ter they had journeyed for a day or so, they 
bok an observation, which revealed to their 
ismay that they were farther south than they 
been when they set out, because while 
ney had been going forward toward the Pole, 
y¢ ice on which they were had been carried 
ly the drift of an under-current, in the oppo- 
te direction. I fear that like these northern 
pyagers—we seem to be making progress, but 
he hidden, unknown drift carries us away. 

| We Can Drift in Belief. 

“We have been losing hold of the great 
erities of life. We have been uprooted, torn 
way, at least at times, from our traditional 
ertainties. 

I believe in those great things which I have 
cen: the strength of the hills, the silence of 
ne stars, the beauty of the creation. 

I believe that through all this universe there 
ins an infinite spirit of power, order and love. 
believe that the best clue to the nature of this 
ower is found in the teachings and spirit of 
esus Christ. 
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I believe that it is possible for me to receive 
joy and refreshment, stimulus and_ strength, 
direction and determination through my rela- 
tionship to Him. 

I believe that in accepting Jesus Christ, I 
have not only received the greatest gift of 
God to man, but I have also accepted a respon- 
sibility for living in accordance with His Way 
of Life. His cross is symbolic both of the 
amazing greatness of the love of God, and the 
expected extent of my own commitment. 

I believe that the Risen Christ has added a 
quality of life which means spiritual victory 
for me in times of seeming defeat. 

How is it with you? Is your God the same 
to you as of yore? Is prayer to you the com- 
fort and strength it used to be? Has anything 
happened to the assurance that God keeps 
watch over His own? Do you prize the privi- 
lege of coming to the Sanctuary as once you 
did? Is the Bible still manna for your spirit? 
Are your standards of morality still high, even 
though they have been brutally challenged in 
our day? 

One characteristic of Christianity has been 
what Paul calls the “joy and peace of believ- 
ing.” ‘Now the God of hope fill you with all 
joy and peace in believing, that ye may abound 
in hope, through the power of the Holy spirit.” 
Have you been thus filled? 

Or do you share, consciously or uncon- 
sciously, the despair which prompted Dorothy 
Parker to express herself thus: 

“There’s little in taking or giving, 
There’s little in water or wine; 
This living, this living, this living, 
Was never a project of mine. 

Oh, hard is the struggle and spare is 
The gain of the one at the top, 

For art is a form of catharsis 

And love is a permanent flop. 

And work is the province of cattle 
And rest’s for a clam in the shell, 
So I’m thinking of throwing the battle— 
Will you kindly direct me to hell?” 

Certainly this process of drifting away from 
the things formerly most surely believed has 
taken the poet far away from the joy and peace 
of the Christian faith. 

In this same epistle from which comes our 
text, we read, ‘““Now faith is the substance of 
things hoped for, the evidence of things not 
seen.” If things can be seen, right before us, 
with our own eyes, then we need not have faith 
in them, since they are visible. Our faith be- 
gins only when these things become invisible, 
that faith that, though they cannot be seen, 
they are none the less there, Faith, therefore, 
by the very definition of the word and in the 
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very reality of the experience, is made for hard 
times and dire misfortunes. And this word 
“substance” is not to be understood here in its 
philosophical sense, but in a practical sense as 
indicating “‘standing ground” or ‘‘anchorage. 
How we need faith like that. Are you drifting 
in your faith? Don’t drift!! be 

We May Drift in the Quality of Our Living. 

That is the result of not having a sure foun- 
dation and anchorage of belief, which in turn 
gives an outlook, an attitude, a point of view, 
but above all, power to live significantly. 

The Countess of Castiglione was one of the 
most beautiful women of France. She had a 
portrait painted of herself in the full bloom of 
beauty. But with the passing of years, the 
beauty began to wane and her anguish became 
intense, and displayed itself in her mode of 
life. She fretted over the fact that every day 
she was growing more and more unlike the ex- 
quisite creature portrayed on the canvas, which 
in a fit of anger, she cut into shreds with a 
knife. 

Are there not Christians, who, with the 
lapse of years grow more and more unlike the 
mortal portrait of their early history? They 
become sourer, colder, narrower, and the fresh 
simple charm, the pure enthusiasm, the kindly 
disposition and sunny hopefulness of the 
morning life have given place to features not 
at all pleasant to contemplate. 

This same thing happens in the realm of our 
moral ideals. The passing of time may exact 
its toll from those who pay less heed to the 
things formerly earnestly believed. That is one 
of the particular perils of a day like ours. The 
temptation to hate, to demand vengeance, to 
have a contempt for those who have caused 
so much trouble is difficult to resist. The up- 
heaval of our times creates tensions, which in 
turn develop an “I don’t care’’ attitude, which 
is a casualty more to be feared than war itself. 
It is admittedly difficult to keep personal integ- 
tity when War, which is the very epitome of 
immorality, the clearest evidence of drifting, 
tages. We live in an alien environment, yet 
that is nothing strange to the Christian. We 
see the wisdom of Dr. Sockman’s observation— 
“Powerful centrifugal forces pull everything 
toward the periphery of chaos,” These we 
must resist. Don’t drift in the quality of your 
living! 

Now we either yield to these currents or 
resist them—that is the alternative we face. 
Drift means ruin. Anchorage means triumph 
and victory. 

“The supreme disasters which are shaking 
the foundations of our civilization are due in 
large measure to the fact that we have been 
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neglecting ultimate realities and have been busy 
with secondary concerns.” We have been more: 
concerned about living according to Emily Post 
than the Bible and the Christian revelation. 
And now we see where that has landed us. ~ 

Archibald Rutledge shares with us an ex 
perience which points the way out. One dz 
he boarded a little tugboat he often used if 
crossing a certain Southern river, and discov 
ered that a new Negro engineer had been a@ 
quired. He was sitting in the doorway of the 
engine room reading the Bible. He was fat, 
squat, very black, immaculately clean, and im 
his eyes was the splendor of ancient wisdon 
and peace with the world. As the travelet 
stopped to chat with him, it was noticed that 
the usual odors coming from the tugboat’s vita 
cavity were lacking. A glance inside the doa 
revealed an amazing sight. The old engine 
fairly gleamed and shone. There was no bilge 
water standing around its base. The grease 
the dirt, the filthy smell had vanished from th 
place. Instead there was beauty, order and 
cleanliness. When the old Negro was asked 
how in the world and why, he had manageé 
to clean up his precinct to such a glistening dé 
gree, he answered, “Cap'n, it’s just this way; 
I got a glory!” 

Smile at that, but also remember that the old 
Negro has something that you and I ought te 
This outlook upon life, this view oj 
vocation has not only the value of getting hor 
est work out of the members of society, but 
gives the individual morale, a sense of the digs 
nity of living, and integrity. It gives our um 
romantic, routine plugging along a meaning 
ful, a religious, a sacramental character. 

We must pay closer attention to what ¥ 
have heard in case we drift away in belief, i 
the quality of our living. 


Uplifted In Spirit 
(From page 15) 

that we were serving a cause for the sake o 
which a trumpet has sounded from on high. 
“When I looked upon that densely packed 
congregation of the fighting men of the same 
language, of the same faith, of the same 
fundamental laws, of the same ideals and to 
a large extent of the same interests and cer. 
tainly in different degrees facing the same 
dangers, it swept across me that here was the 
only hope, but also the sure hope of saving 
the world from merciless degradation. ' 
“And so we came back across the ocean 
waves uplifted in spirit, fortified in resolve. — 
Winston Churchill. 
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OMING into Church one Christmas 
morning, I asked a little fellow, “What 
did you get for Christmas?” His face 

yas Christmas, and he said, “I got a whole 
at of stuff.” The witty, brilliant, sophisti- 
ated Irish essayist and lecturer, Bernard 
aw, sums up the hopelessness of his own 
atren life and philosophy, in the epigram, 
There are two tragedies in life. One is not 
D get your heart’s desire; the other is to get it.” 
haw has in mind the desire of the heart of 
natural man, who knows not God or Christ. 
hen such a man gets his heart’s desire, he 
nds it only disappointment, empty, and un- 
atisfying. I trust you got “a whole lot of 
tuff,’ but I pray that you got something 
finitely more. 
There have been announcements throughout 
istory which have stirred us to the very depths. 
burely, when the Magna Charta, guaranteeing 
ibetties for the Britains, was given at Runny- 
ede—there was an outburst of gladness. 
When the Liberty Bell rang out the announce- 
ment of American Independence from Inde- 
pendence Hall in 1776, feelings ran high. 
When the news came that a brave monk dared 
ffront the Papacy and take his stand for the 
mnshackling of men’s minds, religiously and 
politically, men’s hearts reioiced. But cen- 
iries ago, when there was sounded the glad 
ews, “Fear not—For unto you is born this 
day in the city of David a Saviour, Which is 
Christ the Lord’’—that, undoubtedly, was the 
greatest news that ever sounded upon the lis- 
ening ears of men. That good news is the 
yery heart of Christmas. That is your most 
mportant Christmas gift. Think again upon 
hese glorious words. 


Unto You 

The births of great and illustrious men are, 
for the most part, remote from our lives. Gart- 
baldi, while honored by the Italians, had little 
significance to America. Napoleon, while ac- 
corded high place in the affections of French- 
men, is hated by the English. Even George 
Washington is scarcely known by other than 
English-speaking people. But Jesus Christ is 
aniversally acclaimed. He is for every one. ; 
| When our-first born was a little girl, she did 
her shopping for Christmas at the Five and 
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Proudly, she bore home her presents. 
She was met by one of her little playmates, 
who asked, “Carol, did you buy me a present?” 
Rather petulantly, she answered, ‘No, I can’t 
buy presents for every one.” But the gift of 
God IS for every one. No one is omitted. 
Christ came to the humble shepherds, but also 
to Herod and Tiberius. Dwight L. Moore once 
said: “I have only one message for men of 
every class. The Gospel is fitted for ALL 
people. So long as men sin, there will be need 
of sermons of repentance. The rich and the 
poor, the educated and the ignorant alike, need 
the new birth. They need to hear the glad 
news of salvation through Christ.” 

The sad fact is that there are many who do 
not avail themselves of this great Gift. It 
really has no significance to them. It is related 
how one day the great Thackeray spoke of the 
works of the mighty Titian to his friend, Tom 
Carlyle. Carlyle was not greatly interested in 
art and roughly said, “And here sit I, a man 
made in the image of God, who knows nothing 
of Titian, who cares nothing about Titian, and 
that is another fact about Titian.” Thackeray 
pointedly said, ‘““That is not a fact about 
Titian, That is a fact about Tom Carlyle.” 
Most assuredly, not to behold in Jesus Christ 
glorious manhood and Divine Saviourhood is 
a reflection, not upon the Christ but upon one’s 
self. Our relationship to Christ tells a great 
story about us. 


Unto You Is Born 
The S-4 went down with her thirty-four 
men off Provincetown, Massachusetts. Res- 
cuers from all directions responded to her 
SOS. The only means of communication, 
however, which could be established was by 
signal tapping. Again and again, the rescuing 
party ciphered out the words from the impris- 
oned men, “How long will it be now?” After 
a time, the tapping ceased. The doomed men 
died because help did not come. For four 
thousand years, there had been no voice from 
Heaven. Four thousand years, and no Saviour! 
Then, ‘when the fulness of time was come, 
God sent forth His Son, born of a woman made 

under the law.” (Galatians 4:4) 
“Born,” the very wonder of it! Henry Van 
Dyke has said, “The birth of Jesus is the sun- 
tise of the world.” Hope came with Christ. 
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‘Jesus Christ, Which is our Hope.” (I Tim- 
othy 1:1) Some years ago, an ocean steamer 
dashed against a rock off Newfoundland coast. 
Almost all the passengers lost their lives. A 
telegram was sent to a home in Detroit, an- 
nouncing the drowning of a young man of 
that household. Darkness spread like a pall 
over that family circle. A loved one had been 
snatched from them. A few hours later, there 
came another dispatch, containing a single 
word, “Saved!” We can well visualize the 
gladness, the joy, the happiness, that found 
entrance into their lives. The telegram was 
framed and hung, that the family might never 
forget their debt of gratitude. 

“No hope, no hope!’” was the cry that was 
raised from countless aching hearts before 
Christ came. Succeeding civilizations had col- 
lapsed, and men successively disillusioned were 
on the brink of dark despair. Then, Christ was 
born. ‘‘Wasn’t it wonderful for God to give 
His Son?” an old colored woman was -asked. 
She made ready answer. “No, it is just like 
Him.” 

Unto You Is Born a Saviour 

Lyman Abbott reminds us that on Christmas 
Day we mark the birth, not of Santa Claus, the 
patron saint of the kiddies, nor yet the birth of 
a Christ-Child, however that adorable picture 
may entrance the world, nor yet the birth of a 
mystic hero, of an ideal man; but far rather 
the birth of a Saviour. If one were asked what 
were the two greatest blessings one could ex- 
perience in life, doubtles the two mentioned 
would be the peace of sins forgiven, and the 
second, the assurance of immortality. 

Plato said, ‘‘I find sin, but I find no Saviour.” 
And Seneca confessed, ‘“No man can save him- 
self. Someone must give him a hand.’ Multi- 
tudes which no man can number, down through 
the centuries, have found in Jesus Christ their 
Saviour from sin. But not only is He victor 
over sin; He is likewise the glorious victor 
over death. When Michael Faraday was dy- 
ing, he was asked, “What are your speculations 
now?” The great scientist said, “I have none, 
thank God. I am not resting my dying head 
upon mere guess-work. ‘I know Whom I have 
believed, and I am persuaded that He is able to 
keep that which I have committed unto Him 
against that day.’ ”’ 

And this is my confidence. Before such a 
Christ, evil must gradually weaken. We who 
work with Him move on to victory. At last 
will dawn that glorious day, when the Christ 
will shout, not from a cross, but from a throne, 
“It is finished!’ While we see not as yet all 
things put under His rule, we see Jesus, and 
we know that He will surely bring in that great 
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knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the 
waters cover the sea.”” So, we can thank God 
and take courage. He fights with us against 
sin, and where He contends, there must be 
victory. Someone told Martin Luther, when 
he was out on one of his hard tasks, that : 
Pope was after him. He replied, “If it is @ 
matter between Martin Luther and the Pope 
it is all up with Martin Luther, but if it “p 


matter between the Pope and God, it is all u 
with the Pope. if 
| 


Which Is Christ the Lord - 


It is real cause for rejoicing, to know that 
the One Whose birth was announced by the 
angels was not only a teacher, a reformer, 2 
prophet, or a prince, but that He was very God? 
Strange as it may seem to us, the first heresy 
in the Church was the denial, not of the divin 
ity of Jesus, but of His humanity. The first 
Christians apparently had no difficulty, in th 
light of their warm and indisputable expe 
rience of Christ, in attributing to Him the name 
and quality of God. The difficulty for ther 
was to believe that being such as He wasj| 
they were right in calling Him at the same time 
true man. The Nicene Creed, however, prop= 


Only Son, our Lord,” 
define the Christ in Whom we believe 
One who was true man, as He was true Son 
of God, One who was “born of a woman and 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, and was cruci 

fied, dead and buried.” 

Thus, only the Christ was able to bridge the 
gap between divinity and humanity. Back of 
the platform of Faneuil Hall, Boston, stands a 
large painting of Webster's ‘Debate wit 
Hayne,” inscribed ‘Union and liberty, one and 
inseparable, now and forever.” Old General 
William Booth, founder of the Salvation Army. 
once made an address there. His peroratio 
was dramatic. Turning to the painting, he) 
cried: “Union and liberty—union with Christ,” 
and liberty from sin—‘one and inseparable, 
now and forever.’ The one safeguard against 
sin’s thraldom is union with the living Christ 
There is no spiritual liberty apart from this 
union. The Scripture has it: “There is bu 
one Mediator between God and man, the man, 
Christ Jesus, 


This Day 


A decision is required, The glorious mes- 
sage of Christmas is “unto me” and “unto you,” 
personally. We must always do something” 
about an invitation extended to us in love, and 
it is always wise to answer without delay. To- 
day, that invitation arrives, and today, I must 
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swet. The world is so much with us—the 
amor of the world so quickly deafens my ears, 
e€ cares of the world so readily crowds my 
art, the burden of the world so surely presses 
wn my shoulders. It is wise then to attend 
it now, when it sounds fresh and strong. 
hen Romney, the great English artist, was 
ung, he fell violently in love with a young 
dy from the north of England, and they were 
atried. But his real passion was his work. 
ne day, he heard that Sir Joshua Reynolds 
id said that it was a pity that Romney had 
arried, as he had the talents for greatness as 
painter, and he would not get very far bur- 
ned with a wife. Straightway Romney left 
$ young wife, and went to London. His work 
as his one passion now, and he made good. 
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“Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, 
o it with thy might.” 
The hand has been called the most wonder- 
ul tool in the world. It never refuses to 
rork for us. It is always obedient; it does 
st what we tell it to do. Good hands are 
hose that are busy with work that is honest 
nd true. Rudyard Kipling wrote, “There's 
ot a hand so weak and white, nor yet a heart 
sick, but it can find some needful job that’s 
tying to be done.” 

In connection with the National Children’s 
[ome and Orphanage in England, which cares 
or thousands of children who have no home, 
here has been formed a St. Christopher's 
eague. It is a league of boys and girls ready 
9 lend a hand to unfortunate children. St. 
christopher, who in the Middle Ages built his 
mut near a river ford and in time of flood car- 
ied people, and especially children across, is 
heir ideal. In their own way they are trying 
o help as he helped, setting aside part of their 
ime or skill, in the service of others who need 
helper. Jesus helped wherever He was need- 
d, healing the sick and curing the lame. We, 
00, should be helpers, keeping our hands busy, 
loing the tasks that we can perform to the 
yest of our ability. There is an old proverb 
which tells us that the devil finds work for idle 
ands. This means that if we are not busy 
n good work we get into mischief. 
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Portraits of the first people of the land, and 
landscapes that in this day are worth many, 
many thousands, came from his brush. He was 
lionized in London for a time. Then, he grew 
old and ill, and gathering his effects together, 
went back to his wife in the north, and she took 
him in and nursed him tenderly, until he was 
laid away. Someone has rightly said that the 
spirit manifested by that wife was worth more 
than all the pictures that Romney ever pro- 
duced. Many are prone to treat Jesus that way. 
They forsake Him, and then plan to get back 
and die in His arms. 
“Unto YOU is born this day a Saviour.” 

May you, this day, receive Him. 

“Joy to the world, the Lord is come. 

Let earth receive her King.” 


Let us examine the hand more closely.. Look 
at it now (hold up fist). It is clenched into a 
fist. It is raised in anger; it shows a fighting 
spirit. Is it wrong for us to be angry? Was 
Jesus ever angry? If we study the New Testa- 
ment we will find that the only time Jesus 
showed anger was against sin. Do you remem- 
ber the story of how Jesus drove the money- 
changers out of the temple? Jesus was justly 
angry because they misused the Church. When- 
ever we come across wrong, dishonesty, bad 
language and idle gossip, we have a right to be 
angry and clench our fists. Often we are angry 
when we have no right to be angry. When 
something does not suit us, if we do not feel 
well, when things go against us, if we are un- 
able to get our arithmetic problems, or we have 
no money to buy a soda, then we are angry 
with ourselves and others. We have no right to 
that kind of anger. That is what we call a 
bad temper or a bad disposition. But, like 
Jesus, we have a right to be angry when we 
see sin and evil. Then we may clench our fists. 

Slowly I open my fist and my hand opens to 
show a grasping action. The fingers look like 
claws; they look ugly and almost make us shud- 
der. Grasping fingers, like these, show a greedy 
and selfish person. Such a person is only think- 
ing of himself and what he can “‘rake in’’ with 
his claw-like fingers. It is said that in Japan 
there is a bird which has but one note, “Me! 
Me! Me!’ Some American people visiting 
there called it the Me-bird. When we hold out 
our hand in a grasping action we are like the 
“Me-bird’; all we think about is ourselves. 
Greedy and selfish people win no friends and 
are unhappy. 

Let us turn the hand, palm upward. What 
a change! It now seems to say, “I want to be 
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friendly; I want to welcome you.” One day a 
number of little children wanted to come to 
Jesus. His disciples tried to prevent this, but 
Jesus turned around, held out His hand and 
said, ‘‘Let the little children come unto Me. 
Jesus was friendly. Sometimes a new girl or 
boy moves into our community. Be friendly. 
Go to him, bid him welcome and take him to 
Church and school with you. Not only will the 
little stranger feel at home, but you will feel 
that the welcoming gesture has made you 
happy. If we want friends we must be friends. 

The index finger of the hand can be used 
for pointing. Along the road we often see 
signs in the form of a hand with the index 
finger pointing the way we are to go. What 
is the right way to live? Is there anyone point- 
ing out the right way for us? Yes, there is. 
Jesus points out the right way for us. He said, 
“I am the Way.” He directs us along the right 
way of life. And we can help others to live 
right by pointing them to Jesus. A prisoner 
asked the Apostle Paul what he had to do to 
be saved. He wanted to know the way. Paul 
said, ‘“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.” We, 
too, must point to Jesus. 

What we do with our hands pretty well 
shows what we ate thinking about. Let us 
thank God for hands. 


A Small Beginning 


OBJECT: A kernel of corn or wheat. 
STORY: A kernel of corn, what a small, in- 
significant grain it seems to be. What can we 
do with just one kernel? We might throw it 
away or feed it to the chickens, for after all 
one kernel does not have much value. How- 
ever, we could plant it and what would the re- 
sult be? It will produce a corn stalk on which 
we will have at least one ear of corn. On this 
ear we will find many kernels. Suppose we 
should plant all those kernels next year. Then 
in the fall we could harvest hundreds of ears 
of corn. These hundreds of ears would have 
thousands and thousands of kernels and if 
these should be planted our harvest would be 
tremendous. From this one original grain of 
corn would come millions of bushels. 

Almost two thousand years ago there was 
born in Bethlehem of Judea in the country of 
Palestine, a baby who was called Jesus. What 
can a small baby do? When He was thirty 
yeats of age He became a teacher. He taught 
men in that far away country of Palestine, a 
small land only as large as our state of Con- 
necticut, about God the Father and how to live 
the right kind of a life. He planted the seed 
of Christianity. He called twelve men, whom 
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we know as disciples to follow Him. After onlj | 
three years of teaching, He was crucified. Whi 
happened to the seed He had planted ? ; 
There is a legend that when Jesus left this 
earth and returned to Heaven the angel Gz 
riel came to Him and said, “What will hap: 
pen to the work you have started on earth? 
Jesus answered, “Gabriel, I have left mm 
twelve disciples on earth and I am depending 
on them.’ Let us see whether these men re 
mained faithful to the trust that Jesus placed 
in them and continued sowing the seeds 
Christianity. Less than thirty years after the 
death of Jesus, growing Christian communities 
were to be found in all the important cities of 
the eastern and northern Mediterranean. 
How did this happen? In those days the 
lived a young man named Paul. He was @ 
doctor of the law and was very much opposed 
to the teachings of Jesus. He was appointed 
to stamp out Christianity, but when he saw 
what good its teachings were accomplishing he 
became its champion. And what a champion 
he became! Instead of Christianity being es 
tablished only in little Palestine, Paul as 2 
missionary, planted it in many parts of the 
world. 
We saw what a large crop of corn can comé 
from this one kernel. 


ciples planted it. From one kernel planted by 
Jesus Christ, Christianity grew until it became 
the religion of the entire then known world. 
Soon steeples and towers of churches began te 
dot the hills and valleys of Europe. Christia 
ity was growing. 

Then it was brought to our country, America, 
by the Pilgrims, the Quakers, the Moravian: 
the Dutch, the Swedes, the Spaniards, the Ger 
mans and others. From these original colonies 
it was carried across our entire continent. The 
seeds of Christianity were multiplying. 

Still is needed more fields. So about a hun 
dred and fifty years ago, missionaries, people 
who carry the teachings of Jesus to places where 
they are not known, went to lands far away 
Ever since they have gone to India, Afric 
China, Japan, Arabia and every other country 
on our earth. Kernels of Christianity have 
been planted in every one of them. 

From a small beginning started by one Per- 
son, Jesus, in one small country, Christianity has 
gone into every part of the world. 

Is our planting finished?» No, we must con- 
tinue until every man, woman and child in 
every country on the globe acknowledges Jesus 
as the Christ and Christianity as their religion. 
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below for FREE sample 
of “DEVOTIONAL 
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buy. Get the best of qual- 
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says one Pastor. A super- 
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Complete Musical Library 


“Devotional Hymns” contains the world’s most popular hymns ae : < 
and songs. Rich in numbers for children and young people; cho- New hymnals made our old ones look 
ruses, duets and solos—old favorites and new numbers. Suitable most shabby. Maybe Miss Bailey’s 
for church services, Sunday School, special meetings, community hunch was right. The committee chose 
singing and home use. Stirs zeal, deepens dedication. TDevneonall Homme! 

Buy no songbooks until you have seen and ex- 
amined a sample copy of ‘‘Devotional Hymns’’. 
Acclaimed by many the best collection ever used. 
288 pages, 344 numbers, $45.00 a 100, not prepaid. 
Bristol covers, $30.00 a hundred, not prepaid. 


BER EB BERBER Eee ee 
rM O Pp Publishing | 
Company 


5701-AD4 West Lake Street, Chicago 44, Ill. 


The news about the bright red books and 
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The Salt Of The Earth 

OBJECT? = Salt. 

STORY: Christ said to His followers, “Ye are 
the salt of the earth.” When we look at this 
salt we say to ourselves, “I don’t look like that.” 
But we shall see. A Roman proverb states that 
sunlight and salt are the two things which keep 
the world alive and sweet. From the very be- 
ginning of history men have set a high value 
on salt. A bag of salt among barbarians was 
worth more than a man. The ancient Germans 
gathered for worship in the salt districts and 
considered them the proper places to build 
their temples. 

In the eastern countries salt is a symbol of 
friendship. To eat salt with another man was 
to accept his friendship. In Abyssinia and 
Tibet cakes of salt are used for money. The 
Jews considered salt of great value because they 
lived in a hot climate where is was absolutely 
essential to keep their food from spoiling. In 
Palestine they even salted the new-born babies. 
This was done by rubbing them with salt and 
olive oil and then wrapping bands of cloth 
around the baby until it looked like a mummy. 
These bands remained on the child from seven 
to forty days as a protection against, infection. 
Then in the days of Augustine, at the time of 
a baby’s baptism, a little’ pinch of salt was put 
on its tongue, as a symbol of purity. 

Throughout the ages people, therefore, have 
put a bigh value on this common salt. When 
Jesus said, “Ye are the salt of the earth,’ He 
had a very definite meaning in His mind. 

Salt is used to season food. Just think of 
trying to eat a meal without salt. I can see you 
make faces. An Irish boy said, “Salt is the 
thing which if you don’t put it in ‘taters, they 
ain't good.”” A king asked his three daughters 
how much they loved him. Two replied that 
they loved him better than silver or gold, but 
the third said, “Father, I love you better than 
salt.” The king was very angry at such a com- 
parison. But the cook who overheard the re- 
mark left the salt out of the king’s breakfast. 
Then the king understood that his daugher 
loved him so well that nothing was good with- 
out him. 

Salt then adds taste and flavor to all that it 
touches. If it has been omitted from any food, 
we know what is wrong at once. The religion 
of Jesus is a way to make life taste good. Our 
job as followers of Jesus is to take our religion 
and use it to add tang and flavor to our lives. 
If we are generous, willing to share, more 
neighborly and through our cheerfulness en- 
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the rich green grass because his supply of salt 


courage others, we are salt. We are seasoning 
our own lives and that of others. 

This salt penetrates food very quickly. Pu 
some in a glass of water and the water soon 
tastes salty. We, like salt, should have this 
quality. We can use our influence for good 0 
others. 

One morning, after a three days’ rain, every- 
one in the house felt cross. The baby was cry 
ing, the fire was smoking and the breakfast 
room was gloomy. Then Jack came in. Hi 
handed the morning paper to his father, saying 
cheerfully, “Good news today, father.’ Then 
he kissed his mother and had a bright word 
and smile for his little sister. He then poke 
up the fire, making several amusing remarks. 
Soon everyone had forgotten all about 
weather. Jack had completely changed 
atmosphere with his happy, sunny influence 
He was the salt, he scattered a grain here, an 
other one there, and soon everyone was sea 
soned just right. 

This salt also preserves. It keeps the living 
from dying. Everyone needs it. Normally @ 
man uses a peck of salt a year. A pigeon will) 
only live three months and a dog six months 
without salt. Lieutenant Herndon says that if 
crossing South America, his cattle and horse§ 
died of starvation, even while they were eating 


was exhausted. Thus we can see that salt ig 
very essential to life. Neither man nor beast 
can live without salt. When Jesus said tha 
we should be like salt, He meant to say that 
Christians are necessary to the world as salt i 
for men and animals. 

This salt is powerful. What a foolish re 
mark to make! How can these grains of sa 
be powerful? They can lift objects if enou 
of them are added to water. The Dead Sea 
which contains four times as much salt as thé 
ocean, will easily float an egg or bear up the 
weight of a man enough to keep him from 
drowning. You see the salt lifts, it has lifting 
power. We, too, as salt must have that effe 
on others. When we cut our finger, all the 
throw-off of salt in perspiration or other ways 
from our bodies, stops. The salt in us is called 
to the wounded place to help ward off blood- 
poisoning. 

So together, we become powerful and we 
as salt, must use our seasoning, penetrating, 
preserving and lifting qualities to make this 
world a better place in which to live. 


Of) 


_The Church has only one mission, to bring man 
kind to God. 
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TLLESTRATIONS 


Wo. J. Hart, D.D. 


Song Of A Teacher 


en I teach my children problems in arithmetic, 

am sharpening their tools; I am polishing their 
armor, 

hen I teach them to write or draw with their 
hands, carefully, 

am training their eyes for the target practice. 


hen I show my children the pollen of flowers, the 
weapons of insects, 

am showing them their place in the arena; 

hen I talk to them of cities and mountains and 
great men, 

am firing them with the desire to conquer. 


hen I teach my children hygiene, physiology, civics, 
am giving them their banner. 
hen I talk to them of God, 
am giving them their motto. 


hen I teach my children to read, 

am opening a door for them. 

hen I teach my children to sing, 

am giving them their winged chargers. 


0 teach is to be in a high fortress overlooking a 
city; 

o teach is to stand in the early morning watching 
a sunrise; 

0 teach is to kneel in the presence of great things; 

© teach is to be an apprentice of God. 


, Lhou Great Teacher, behold! 

have polished their armor; 

heir banners are white and flying; 

heir eyes are keen as darts; 

heir foreheads are damp with eagerness! 


—Herma Hoyt. 


*hysician Serves People in Five States 
Jol. 4:14. “The beloved physician.” 

Although Mangum, Oklahoma, is but a small 
own, yet it has something unique in medical prac- 
itioners, for it boasts a “flying doctor’. This 
shysician makes his rounds in a four-place cabin 
nonoplane, and employs a pilot to fly his ship. Dr. 
3. Fowler Border, chief of the Border-McGregor 
dospital, estimates that he travels approximately 
10,000 miles a year caring for his patients. He is 
ible, by means of his “air ambulance,” to administer 
© patients in five states—Oklahoma, Texas, Arkan- 
as, Kansas and Louisiana. 

Victims of accidents who require immediate medi- 
al attention are grateful that Dr. Border uses this 
nethod of quick travel. Dr. Border is quoted by a 
<ansas City writer as saying that he got the idea 
f using an airplane after a patient died because 
nuddy roads prevented him from reaching the case 
n time. 

Frequently this physician runs five hundred miles 
© care for some emergency case, we are told. His 
slane contains much surgical and medical equipment. 
[he pilot is subject to call any hour of the day or 
right. Dr. Borden’s hospital is equipped with a 
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Electric Lighted 


CHURCH BULLETINS 


Send for FREE Catalog containing 
illustrations and prices of the var- 
ious types of bulletins made by us. 
A post card will do! Please be 
sure to mention name of your 


church. 
THE ASHTABULA SIGN COMPANY 


Dept. E Ashtabula, Ohio 


ful worship books for all departments 


of Sunday school and church. A few are: 


Complete line of help- 
FOR ADULTS AND YOUNG PEOPLE 
TAPESTRY 
ent By Sue Randolph Griffis; 
z 176 pages, $1.50 
SRR Y 52 worship programs; 
ti weaves religious theme 
into daily living. Typical 
of high quality of all 
Standard helps. 
LAMPS FOR WORSHIP 


$1.50 


FOR INTERMEDIATE (JUNIOR HIGH) 


INTERMEDIATE 
WORSHIP SERVICES $1.50 


INTERMEDIATE 
EXPRESSIONAL SERVICES $1.50 


FOR JUNIORS 
JUNIOR WORSHIP $1.50 


TEACHING eee coe WORSHIP 
1.50 


FOR PRIMARY 
CHILDREN AT-WORSHIP $1.25 
48 PRIMARY WORSHIP 
SERVICES $1.50 


Order from your book 
store, or address our 
Desk Ex, 1 


The Standard Publishing Co. 


8th and Cutter Streets, Cincinnati, 3, Ohio 
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hangar and landing field; and he and his pilot have 
never met with a major accident. 


“Summer in the Soul” 
Psa. 19:8. “‘Rejoicing the heart.” 


In an address on “Heart Life’, Bishop W. E. 
Brown used the following expressions: “You can 
photograph a rose and thus get its colors in a pic- 
ture, but not its fragrance. ‘Heart’ is a great and 
recurrent Bible word. God seems to have put much 
confidence in the tropical side of man. You say of a 
man, ‘He has a heart.’ What you really mean is that 
he is ‘summery’. Beecher had a sermon entitled, 
‘Summer in the Soul.’ Man may be brilliant or not, 
but when you are exposed to the chilly elements of 
an unkind and unsympathetic humanity, you like to 
snuggle up against a man with a warm and cordial 
and great heart. Neander said, ‘The heart is the best 
theologian.’ Not knowing much about theology, I 
think he is right.’—W. J. H. 


Sermon Suffered From Heart Failure 
Isa. 40:2. “Speak ye to the heart’ (R. V. Marg.). 


Two men recently met in the vestibule of a great 
Church following the morning sermon. As _ they 
walked out one said to the other, “Few sermons that 
I have heard equal the one to which we have just 
listened. It was logical in arrangement, progressive 
and broad in thought, practical in its applications 
and perfect in its diction; but somehow it just did 
not get hold of me. It seemd to lack something. 
What was it?” 

The other answered: It suf- 
fered from heart failure.’ 


“It lacked warmth. 


Imprisoned In His Own Office 
Isa. 61:1. “And the opening of the prison.” 


Matt Leach, captain of State Police, according to 
an item from Indianapolis, telephoned another official 
stating that he needed help. He explained that hav- 
ing no key he entered his office through a skylight. 
When inside, however, he found that the door could 
not be unlocked without the key, and the skylight 
was too high for him to reach. 

The imprisoned man was finally rescued by the 
superintendent of buildings and grounds. 

Release from difficult positions is not always so 
easy.—_ WV. J. H. 


Our Lord’s Prayer in Wartime 
Our Father Who Art In Heaven 
Through the continued unity of all Christian 
people in allegiance to Thee, overleaping the di- 
visions caused by the hostility of war— 
Hallowed Be Thy Name! 


By the new dedication of Christians in all lands 


to the establishment of justice throughout the 
earth — 


Thy Kingdom Come! 
In the maintenance of the spirit of love and 
compassion even in the midst of strife — 
Thy Will Be Done On Earth! 


By the generous sharing of what we have, and 
the supplying each of the othet’s needs — 


Page 34 


Give Us This Day Our Daily Bread! 
And because, by our self-interest and self-con- 
cern, we have increased the bitterness among races 
and nations — 
Forgive Us Our Trespasses! 
If we have suffered loss or grief through 
wrongful ambitions of others — : 
We Forgive Them That Trespass Against Us! 
When suffering and anxiety prompt in us feek 
ings of hatred and revenge — 
Lead Us Not Into Temptation! 
At times of fear concerning the designs of others 
or of the desire to gain security or advantage by 
unfair means — , 
Deliver Us From Evil! 
For as in fact we are all one body, and severally 
members one of another — : 
Thine Is The Kingdom! 
And as in men of good will and sacrificial spirit 


there 1s — 
The Power! 


So in the brotherhood of man and the federation 
of the world, is — 
The Glory For Ever and Ever. Amen. 


(Adapted from a World Council of Churches © 
bulletin for Christians in wartime. W. W. R.) 


Opinions of Youthful Visitors 
Josh. 9:6. “We...come from a far country) 


1—Lights 

“America is the most beautiful country 
the world. It has lights.” (This remark wa 
made by a little boy so young that he co 
hardly remember England before the black 
out.) One of the oldest children, a 15-year-ol 
girl, looked at the same breath-taking view of 
New York at night and said: “All thos 
millions of lights—how wasteful! But ho 
marvelous to be able to be so wasteful!” 


2—Skyscrapers 

Looking up at Radio City, one of the boys 
said: “I never knew a building could be so 
high.” Another boy said: “Funny, I don’t fin 
it so high. I prefer watching the ice skaters. 
—From “New Slants on Us by Our Chil 
Visitors.”—N. Y. Times Magazine. 


The Fuzzy-Wuzzy Angels 


Many a mother in America, 

When the busy day is done, 

Sends a prayer to the Almighty 

For the keeping of her son, 

Asking that an angel guide him, 
And bring him safely back— 

Now we see those prayers are 
Answered on the Owen Stanely track. 
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Though they haven’t. any halos— 
Only holes slashed through their ears, 
And their faces marked with tattoos 
And with scratch pins in their hair; 
Bringing back the badly wounded, 
Just as steady as a hearse, 

Using leaves to keep the rain off, 
And as gentle as a nurse. 


Slow and careful in bad places, 

On the awful mountain track 

And the look upon their faces 
Makes you think that Christ was black. 
Not a move to hurt the wounded, 
As they treat him like a saint, 

It’s a picture worth recording, 

That an artist’s yet to paint. 


Many a lad will see his mother, 

_ And husbands see their wives, 
Just because the Fuzzy Wuzzys 
Carried them to save their lives 
From mortar or machine-gun fire, 
Or a chance surprise attack, 

To safety and the care of doctors 
At the bottom of the track. 


May the mothers of America 
When offering a prayer, 
Mention those impromptu angels 
With the fuzzy-wuzzy hair. 


his poem, current among soldiers in the South Pacific, 
mes in a letter from Capt. R. C. Beebe, and published 
The Christian Advocate, Aug. 1943. 


venile Helps 


American communities are awakening to the 
eed of doing something about the care and 
aining of children, not only to rehabilitate 
ose already classed as “delinquents”, but 
aining from a constructive point of view to 
eep them from becoming problems. 

A catalog from A. S. Barnes Company, list- 
ng a number of books of entertainment sug- 
estions, as well as hand work, will prove a 
find” to leaders of child-groups. Write for 
irculars on “100 Puzzles’, by Anthony S. 
‘ilipiak, $1.00; ‘Table Games’’ by Ray J. Mar- 
an; ‘“Magic’’ by Barrows Mussey. The value 
f these practical books lies in the directions 
or making the games, as well as playing them. 
\. S. Barnes, 67 West 44th Street, New York 
‘ity, will give your order prompt attention. 


\ Boy Speaks 

"And as ye would that men should do to you, do 
e also to them likewise.” Luke 6:31. 

“Army life, while it has its pleasant aspects, has 
Iso one aspect which I find difficult to accept whole- 
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heartedly. That is the emphasis on the fundamental 
laws of nature, “the survival of the fittest,” and the 
lust to kill are drilled into us almost daily. Coming 
from a normal, civilized life, this new attitude strikes 
one rather forcibly and although it gives you a new 
concept of the meaning of war, at the same time I 
find it rather difficult to change my whole attitude 
towards life and my fellow creatures so completely. 
I hope and pray that when the change is complete, 
it will only be a temporary one, as I should hate to 
live among men who held such an attitude towards 
their fellows .. . 

“Thanks again for your remembrance and my 
highest regards to the members of College Street.” 


ROSS NESBITT, 


INO} 207 Bons 
Brantford, Ont. 


(A member of College Street Baptist Church, 
Toronto, in private life, and reported by the pastor, 
Rev. G. A. Leichliter.) 


Conscientious Advertising 


Zech. 8:16. “Speak ye every man the truth to his 
neighbor.” 


A minister who spent his vacation in Vermont was 
greatly impressed with the honesty of the people. 


IN THIS 
CHANGING WORLD 


You will want a protection 
program for your family that is 


ADJUSTABLE 
ADEQUATE 
LOW COST 
SOUND 


Let us show you how Convertible Term 
Insurance will meet your family’s 
needs in this time of transition 


No Obligation — 
Send the Coupon Today 


No Agents 


The Ministers Life & Casualty Union 
100-A West Franklin, Minneapolis 4, Minn. 


Without obligation please tell me how your 


Five-Year Convertible Term Insurance can 
serve me and my family, 


UN ETH Cocrey Aceon REA ons Oc 


Address 


Birthdate 
Mo. Day Yr. 


“No one ever locks anything—save in the 
vicinity of summer camps.” Then he gave what he 
called a “classic illustration” of what he meant by 
the rugged honesty of the folks: 

“Someone handed me, one day, a book put out by 
the State of Vermont, advertising farms for sale. 
Each little paragraph contained a short description 
of the property, its advantages and price. One of the 
most attractive descriptions ran like this: “Two hun- 
dred acre farm; farm-house in good condition; run- 
ning water; fifty acres under cultivation; near lake; 
beautiful view of the White Mountains when it is 
clear ”’—Christian Herald. 


Said he: 


Warned Not to Eat Stolen “Candy” 


II Kings 4:40. “There is death in the pot. 
they could not eat thereof.” 


“Don’t eat the candy taken in a burglary at Harri- 
son’s cider mill yesterday afternoon—it is rat poison.” 

This message was broadcast by press and radio in 
Syracuse, New York, to the thief or thieves who stole 
a lot of pickles and 2,000 lead pencils. Among the 
loot taken was also a large quantity of rat poison 
made up to look like chcolate candy. The chief of 
police, being informed, sent out the warning message 
in the hope that the burglar might hear it, and so 
destroy the “candy”. 

If anyone stole the rat poison thinking it was 
candy, he must have had impressed upon him anew 
the fact that crime never pays——W. J. H. 


And 


Labrador Physician Spoke to An Audience of 
Seven 


Isa. 61:1. “To preach good tidings.” 


A man in New England drove Sir Wilfred T. 
Grenfell a hundred miles up into a small village in 
Connecticut, where he was to preach for an old 
friend. Said the man who conveyed the famous 
physician of Labrador to his appointment, in a letter 
to a friend: ‘Evidently the pastor had been called 
away too suddenly to announce the distinguished 
visitor. So Sir Wilfred preached to a congregation 
of seven persons—and preached as powerful as ever 
I have heard him address audiences of thousands.” 

Conscientious in every duty, the heroic medical 
mission worker, who himself received his inspiration 
of D. L. Moody, revealed the traits of a good work- 
man by giving his best even to a small company. 


Practical Gratitude 


I Thes, 3:9. “Thanksgiving . . . for all the joy 
which fills our souls’ (Weymouth). 


A widow with six children lived in Camden, New 
Jersey, and the family was destitute. Her husband 
had died as the ‘result of an accident, and in the 
final settlement she was awarded the sum of twenty- 
five thousand dollars. Meantime she had received 
neatly two thousand dollars from the State Bureau 
of Pensions. 

The first thing the woman did, on receiving the 
money, was to return to the State what she had re- 
ceived. “I am so grateful for what the State did,” 
she explained, “that I want to give this money back 
so that some other widow may benefit by it.” 

Such a story makes pleasant reading, and reveals 
the unselfishness, honesty, and gratitude which may 
often be found in human nature—W’, J, H. 
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leaven—The Country Gentleman. 


The Leaven 
Luke 13:21. “It is like leaven.” 
This story from the Mazon, Illinois, school carries 
a suggestion that anyone wishing to build a good 
structure of life can put to use: “About nine yeats 
ago the school board bought more ground for our 
yard. In this new part was a large Canadian thistle 
patch. Our agricultural class volunteered to elimb 
nate it. Then, since we had to cultivate this groune 
we decided to grow some flowers, and several pack 
ages of ten-cent annuals were planted. They wete 
such a success that in the fall the boys wanted to add 
perennials and bulbs to our planting. So we planted 
a few iris and peonies and in the spring added glad 
ioli and tulip bulbs. | 
“From this small beginning, by transplanting, by 
the division of bulbs and the addition of better varie 
tries, we now have growing about two thousand 
tulips, twelve hundred fine gladioli and several h n- 
dred iris anad peonies. As the project developed 
we added a rock garden with a pool, rose trel , 
bird bath and a planting of Colorado blue spruce, 
Another by-product was the building of bird houses! 
for the yard, and now numbers of birds gather there, 
“This development has spread to the community 
as we have distributed surplus bulbs and plantings 
and the boys have planted flowers and built bird 
houses at their homes. We believe that they have, 
at the same time, learned a lot about ‘life and liv 
in 


All of this widening reach of beauty aand interest! 
grew out of supplanting of a harmful growth with! 
something good. It would not be surprising if the 
pupils at the Mazon school learned a lot about “life 
and living” at the same time. For they were wit 
nessing a practical illustration of the parable of the 


Steel, Not Clay 
II Tim, 2:3. “Thou therefore endure hardness.” 


Dear Father, may I ever be 
A bit of steel at work for Thee. 


May I be more than potter's clay 
Changed by each obstacle, I pray. 


Hammer and forge and bend me ’till 
I am a tool to do Thy will. 


Full well I know an artist may 
Devise a vase from plastic clay. 


I pray I may a crow-bar be, 
Able to lift humanity. 


The slightest jar may serve to spoil 
The finest vase of the potter's toil. 


May I a pick-axe temper bear, 
To dig God's truth hid everywhere. 
—John H. Hanger. 


Bees and Honey 
Judges 14:8. “And, behold, there was a swarm o 
bees and honey.” 

Most folks like honey. When we see it on the 
table we associate it with bees. Beyond that fact 
however, many have no knowledge of bees, apar 
from the experience that they sometimes sting. | 

The life of those busy workers, however, has beer 
sketched in a charming manner by Frank C. Pellet 
in “The Romance of the Hive.” The word “romance’ 
is well used in the title. Here we have the story 
of how the bees spend their short lives, how rapid 
they multiply, anad how laboriously they wor 
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per 
Py 


nish the honey which comes to our tables. There 
learn how they are fed by the keepers, aand how 
dful it is that they shall have available a supply 
flowers from which to gather the honey. The 
e they need, and the profits which accrue to the 
pers are all indicated. They especially delight in 
a until “one wonders if sweet clover was made 
ees. 


ow many bees do you suppose are required to 

ke a pound of honey? You would never guess, 

“at but the answer is one thousand, eight 
red. 


ar of Bethlehem 
Ht, 2:10. “They saw the star.’ 


Wise men wondered about a certain star 
y saw in the East, nearly two thousand 
Today's wise men are wondering 


ple phenomenon? Modern astronomers sug- 
st that it may have been the planets Jupiter, 
turn and Mars, grouped closely together in 
ittle triangle. Such a grouping, astronomers 
culate, occurred about Feb. 25, in the year 
B. C. It is generally agreed now that due to 
calendar miscalculation during the Middle 
es, the real date of the birth of Jesus oc- 
tred between 4 and 11 B. C. So the sugges- 
mM is not an impossible one. 
The planetaria now possessed by four Ameti- 
cities and more than a score of European 
ies make it possible to project a picture of 
skies of Judea, as of that date, on the in- 
e of a great dome. The three bright planets 
thus shown in a miraculously bright tri- 
le. 
Other suggestions for a natural explanation 
t the appearance of the Star of Bethlehem in- 
ude comets, novae or suddenly flashing ‘‘new”’ 
ars, and fireballs. But does a natural ex- 
anation suffice ? 


trength of Companionship 
‘ov. 27:17. “Iron sharpeneth iron; so man 
sharpeneth the countenance of his friend.” 


Association with others of an agreeable na- 
te is a pleasurable experience and an aid 
ward achievement. Even in nature there is 
rength in companionship. This is shown in 
. illustration which has been quoted by Jane 
Stoddart from ‘Plant Hunter’s Paradise’, a 
yok by F. Kingdom Ward, a celebrated ex- 
orer and botanist. The author tells of the 
‘terioration that comes to trees in the Bur- 
ese jungle when they have been isolated from 
eir companions, and makes these comments: 

“Here and there solitary trees are left stand- 
g beside the road, either to support the tele- 
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When the strident 
chords of war 
fade before the concord 
that is Peace 
— Anon. 


Yes, out of the frenzy of war, 
will come the quiet tempo that 
is peace. On the rubble of 
destruction will rise the spires 
of a new and better world. 
Believing this, all our skill and 


effort are devoted to the pro- 
duction of vital war matériel 
for Victory. 


While new organ building 
has ceased, in our laboratories 
Moller tonal research still 
carries on—so that tomorrow 
we can promise even finer 
Moller instruments. 
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graph wire or for some other reason; but al- 
most every one I noticed was dead or dying. 
What is the reason? Probably trees grow in 
the forest which out in the open cannot sur- 
vive, lacking the protection of their fellows. 
At first they strive for immortality by changing 
their habits, and trees evergreen in the forest 
tend to become deciduous in the open; but 
gradually they wilt and perish.” 

The value of intimate association with kin- 
dred minds was recognized by the writer of 
the Book of Proverbs, who said: “Iron sharp- 
eneth iron; so a man sharpeneth the counte- 
nance of his friend’ (27:17). Or, as Dr. James 
Moffatt renders the passage: 

“As iron whets iron, 
so one man whets another.” 


Some Compensations 
Eph. 4:32. “And be ye kind one to another.” 


Our village is more friendly than it used to 
be, under the shadow of war; new friendships 
have been made, one solid gain. And our 
lovely lanes, and birds and roses are a great 
consolation in times of stress, more sensitively 
appreciated than in times of peace—“Our Vil- 
lage in War Times,” by Constance Miles in 
The British Weekly, Sept. 5, 1940. 


CHURCH AND SOCIETY 


J. J. PHELAN, D.D. 


School or a Job? 
II Cor. 8:22. “but now much more diligent.” 
“That ’s the question’’ before our youth, 
while many high-school seniors in a few 
months will be in the armed service of our 
country and that’s hardly a question. Modern 
Youth is largely in the Valley of Indecision. 
He often feels the need of intelligent guid- 
ance. Prudent young people, however, and 
there are many, will not hesitate to decide on 
continuing their schooling. High wages may 
appear attractive to young people now, but 
such a temporary gain is not to be compared 
with an education which has unlimited com- 
pensatory values in the struggle for self- 
respect and worthwhile living. We think it 
very significant, when an authority on manual 
work and labor (the Chicago Federation of 
Labor) in a resolution a few weeks ago, stated, 
“We must do all in our power to encourage 
children to continue their studies and receive 
an education which will prepare them for life 
in a post-war world, otherwise they face a 
future of drudgery in unskilled, low-paid jobs.” 
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- Matt. 10:28. “but are not able to kill the soul. 


At the close of this war, America will pro 
ably face its greatest economic and social pro 
lem; the sudden release of fifty-six millio 
industrial war-workers from war work, inclu 
ing our Armed Forces. Will all return t 
“business as usual?” We think not. Expet 
inform us that even with inteligent planning 
America will have at least nineteen miulliot 
unemployed! That would be an increase ¢ 
seven million unemployed and unadjusted 
the close of World War I. Readjustmeni 
largely, will depend upon the operation of th 
principle of the “‘survival of the fittest” in ed 
cation and equipment of mind, hands ar 
heart. We do not belittle the power of e 
tion. In war-time, emotions are indispensable 
behold our slogans, drives for war-bond sales 
etc. But in peace times, it takes somethi 
more than a “hip-hip hurrah” emotion to ca 
ture and hold down a job. 

Character, determination, ability to get along 
with people, honesty, health, mastery of je 
and self, humility and morality are the produc 
of a Christian Education. The great questic¢ 
is: Are you ready and prepared should Go 
and Society wish to use you—in that post-w; 
world ? 


The Soul 


Matt. 16:26. “What shall a man give 
exchange for his soul?” 

A modern Christian can never be too gra 
ful for the religious sayings of the past, man 
of which have never been improved upo: 
Here is one given more than a half-centu 
ago by the gifted Rev. T. Dewitt Talmadge 
‘How shall I estimate the value of the soul 
By its exquisite organization. It is the mo: 
wonderful piece of mechanism ever put t¢ 
gether. You look at the engine and machinet 
in the Philadelphia Mint—how silently 
works. Machinery that roars and tears soo 
destroys itself; but silent machinery is ofte 
most effective. So with the soul of man, wit 
all its tremendous faculties; it moves in silen 
Judgment, without any racket, lifting its scale 
memory, without any noise, bringing down al 
its treasures; conscience, taking its judgmen 
seat without any excitement; the understand 
ing and the will, all doing their wor 
Velocity, majesty, might; but silence—silence 

“You listen at the door of your heart. Yo 
hear no sound. The soul is all quiet. It & 
so delicate an instrument that no human hane 
can touch it. But break a bone, and wit 
splints and bandages the surgeon sets it; th 
eye is inflamed and the apothecary’s wash cools 


The Exposito 


But when a soul is off the track, unbal- 
ced, no human power can readjust it. With 
e€ sweep of its wing it circles the uni- 
tse, and overvaults the throne of God. It is 
mighty as to throw aside the body in death, 
if it were a toy. With one leap, it springs 
yond star and moon and sun, and chasms of 


) The soul transcends all material things. No 
fes can consume it; no floods can drown it; 
tocks can crush it; no walls can impede it; 
D time can exhaust it. It wants no plummet 
ith which to sound a depth. Calculate the 
hlue of your soul by its capacity for happi- 
s. The joy derived from friendships, out of 
oks, out of clouds, out of the sea, out of 
wers—ten thousand things.” 

|For that soul, the richest blood that was 
et shed, the deepest groan that was ever 
ered, all the griefs of earth compressed into 
e tear, all the sufferings of earth gathered 
to one rapier of pain and struck through 
is holy heart. Does it not imply tremendous 
ue?” Here is beauty of style and beauty of 
uth—what a combination.” And Jesus en- 
orsed the First Commandment: ‘and thou 
alt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
d with all they soul, and with all thy mind, 
nd with all thy strength. And God breathed 
ito man's nostrils the breath of life; and man 
ecame a living soul.’’ In the Bible, your soul 
} your life—they are identical. Keep it, guard 
, teinforce it and plead for God’s aid to 
rotect it and your life from the darts of the 
vil. Your soul is your personality, lose it 
ad you will be minus your life and destiny. 
sus once said: “In your patience possess ye 
our souls.” Is there a greater possession ? 


n 


imblems Go To War 

Ps. 77:19. “Thy way is in the sea.” 

Ps. 91:2. “I will say of the Lord, He is my 
efuge and Fortress.” 

The significance of emblems, insignias, 
kens, types and symbols in peace times has 
ng been recognized as essential to morale 
ad esprit de corps. In war times, they are 
yually as necessary on both war and home 
onts. 

The military arms of our government, its 
rmy, Navy and Air Divisions is replete with 
ispired symbolism. As a lesson in partiotism, 
e think it expedient that our schools have a 
rge place for the meaning and description of 
is insignia. 

The Church for a ling time, particularly, the 
astern Division has made much use of 
ligious symbolism. Both Greek Orthodox 
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and Catholic Churches have made a greater use 
probably, than the later Protestant bodies of 
the Reformation. 

The military is now interested in the use of 
portable altar-pieces called Triptychos. A Trip- 
tych has three folding panels—a large panel 
in the center flanked by two smaller panels. 
These panels are painted after the manner of 
the altar pieces of the early church with 
religious scenes and themes as their subject. 

Chaplains make good use of these triptychos 
in the adornment of altar, pulpit and even bare 
walls of chapels, Catholic, Protestant and 
Jewish. These beautiful specimens of the 
attist’s craft at a nominal cost are made possible 
by the Citizens Committee for the Army and 
Navy, 36 East 36th Street, New York City. 

Triptychos are morale-builders in them- 
selves. They reflect an aura of sanctity. They 
can change the atmosphere of a dance floor, a 
movie hall and a stage show in a jiffy. Simply 
place a triptych in a prominent place and be- 
hold the sudden change from frivolity to sert- 
ousness, from dullness to interest and attention. 
Triptychos measure 4x 6 feet when open, and 
when folded can be packed in special cases 
which may also serve as stands 

These “Altars of Freedom,” so aptly termed, 
render service in camps, barracks, on ship, land 
or sea. They serve as lighthouses of faith: as 
arsenals of inspiration and character; as com- 
fort and blessing to troubled and anxious souls. 
Triptychos are the chaplain’s friend, they go 
wherever he goes, while many are the victories 
of the souls of both soldier and sailor boys. 
Triptychos really go to war—the war of spirit 
versus the war of flesh. 

How could it be otherwise? Masterpieces 
depicting the Annunciation, the Incarnation, 
the Crucifixion, the Lamentation and the 
Resurrection cannot be lightly ignored and 
slighted. They take hold with a grip and 
just when the soul most needs it. 

What will become of these pictures and carv- 
ings when the war is over? We know of a 
number of small churches in Southern Ohio 
where they would be welcome, if no more, than 
as an “object of interest” to a Tourist passing 
through. 

To refer to “Religion and Art in Wartime’ 
is apt to provoke irony and cynicism, but not, 
if you have seen these photos depicting the 
power of militant, fearless and Christian Faith. 


Freedom 


I Cor. 7:22. ". . . the Lord’s freeman.” 

II Cor. 7:5. “without were fightings, within 
were fears.” 

II Tim. 2:23-26. “‘gendering strife.” 
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‘a paper: How to Encourage Mutual Respect 


One of the earliest “freedoms” conferred te 
man was the freedom to worship. But this 
freedom was early abused or manipulates 
through forms of hierarchical religion ane 
organization; and also through man’s: own 
stupidity and selfishness, resulting in a spiritu 
myopia which confuses license with spiti 
freedom. 

The persecution of man and sects in their 
religious thought and practice has long been% 
major theme in Church History. Many of 
these, however, were only an intellectual oF 
controversial and philosophical debate—a ki 
of modern Town Meeting of the Air with the 
participants going home and doing nothin 
about it. But within religion itself far te 
many “freedoms” have been attacked resuli 
ing in Controversies, Papal Decrees, Schisms) 
Inquisitions, Witch-burning, Persecutions an@ 
their life. 

In the after-the-war era, we shall do well 
says Dr. Paul Douglas, President of Washing= 
ton’s American University, to give the freedom) 
of worship principle judicial guarantee, suc 
as individual right to select any creed; auton® 
omy of the religious society in the pursuit of 
its collective activities and legal equality of 
different confessions before the state. | 

Here is a little statistical food for thought 
Suppose you, a Christian, were asked to writ 


for Religious Beliefs, and Prevent Toleran 
from being Implemented by Active Persecu 
tion. Here is the data: Church membershif 
in the United States constitutes only 41 pe 
cent of the population; non-Christians in the 
world outnumber Christians 2 to 1; Catholic 
outnumber Protestants in South America 7 t¢ 
1; Catholics in Europe outnumber Protestants 
3 to 1; non-Christians outnumber Christians 
in Asia, 30 to 1 and in Africa 17 to 1. 

And while you are pursuing your study, 
kindly develop a blueprint of toleration of 
mutual respect and cooperation of some 200 
different religious sects in America with mem 
berships ranging from 10 to 150,000. In 
other words, How to Live in a World of Likes 
is no less a problem than How to Live in a 
World of Unlikes. And still Jesus says: “Love 
one another: even as I have loved you.” A 
post-war peace that is not thoroughly saturated 
in the love and compassion of a Sacrificial 
Christ is a failure. Why has Christian States- 
manship and Leadership been more conspicu- 
ous by its absence than through its presence? 
Conceit, Pride, Selfishness and Sin is too often 
an inhibition to spiritual freedom. 


Hell is sin with only the sting left. 


The Expositor 


Jor 


N THIS ROCK 
Emile Cammaerts. Harper & Brothers. 118 pp. $1.00. 


© lose a son in battle is a dreadful, crushing blow. 
_ this unspeakable, unimaginable experience—except 
those who have had to share it—may become intimate 
tly to those who have sons, brothers, fathers on the 
ry fronts of the world. 

is to share this tragic experience and to kindle a 
of peaceful hope that Emile Cammaerts has written 
lovely, lovely piece. 
o longer is the author Belgian poet, professor, play- 
ght, patriot. In these pages he is the finest thing a 
can be—a father. A father is this man who loved 
son, whose companionship with him is a delicate piece 
reminiscent beauty. That which struck me so fore- 
about this whole piece is the sincerity and natural- 
s of it all. There is no doting here, no sentimental 
ification, maudlin emotion. That which makes the 
k ring true is deeper than that. It is a quiet faith 
n of. the ‘‘peace that passeth all understanding ;’’ it 
poignancy and serenity that comes from dwelling 
to eternal things. 
here will be much literature on the theme of ‘“‘these- 
hhave-died,’’ but there will be few more touching 
uments of the soul of man than this confessional. 
ry parent who has a son serving his country will do 
1 to read again and again Dr. Cammaerts’ thoughts. 


are the stepping stones to a courage that “‘over- 
nes the world.”—Paul D. Leedy. 
INDROUS TRUTHS FROM THE WORD 
John Hess McComb. Fleming H. Revell. 128pp. 


25. 


dere is a book that is written out of a conviction of 
. heart. The conviction is that ‘‘the Scriptures are 
leed the inspired Word of God, true from the begin- 
ig,’’ and 
itten. 
[fhe author, who is the minister of Broadway Presby- 
ian Church, New York City, presents his thoughts 
a clear, direct outline form, with ample references 
the Scriptures to support his argument. 

The book is a testimony to the fact that the main 
me of the Bible is Christ, that He should be foremost 
Christian thought, in Him should all trust for salva- 
a, and to Him should every believer bear witness con- 
ually. For those who prefer a close interpretation 
the Scriptures this book should prove a delight.— 
ul D. Leedy. 


in that conviction has each page been 


EACHING THE WORD OF GOD 


Morgan Phelps Noyes. Chas. Scribner’s Sons. 


pp. $2.00. 


‘These lectures are a series of studies in the spirit 
the Christian ministry.’”’” Those words open the fore- 
rd of the current volume of Lyman Beecher Lectures 
Preaching at Yale University. Those words define 
-seope and the purpose of the book. 

Ine does not finish the first lecture—which is one- 
th of the book—but that there is a tremendous lift. 
rizons widen; low ceilings lift; the ministry becomes 
greatest challenge in the world. Each chapter adds 
rtone upon overtone to these glorious themes. 
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“The Suffering Christ’. 


The approach employed is fresh and original. The 
messages are soundly Biblical and yet, withal, modern 
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the style and language are simple, the thoughts pre- 
sented are by no means superficial. 
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In days when the work of the Christian ministry 
is difficult, when there are multitudinous demands, when 
the hours are long and arduous, and the problems com- 
plex and irritating, the servant of God is sometimes 
likely to lose his high vision in the whirl of things. 
Here is a book that gives us pause, and makes us mind- 
ful of the privilege it is in these days to be a preacher 
of the Word of God. 

The author is known not only as a successful pastor 
and brilliant preacher but as a recognized authority on 
the matter of public worship. He is now the pastor of 
Central Presbyterian Church, Montclair, New Jersey, 
and in the preparation of the lectures which form the 
substance of his book, he has drawn from the well of 
experience out of the depths of his own ministry. This 
makes the sixty-sixth series of Lyman Beecher Lec- 
tures all the more practical and genuinely helpful. 

Preaching the Word of God is a great book of inspir- 
ation for the followers of the world’s highest calling.— 
Paul D. Leedy. 


IN SEARCH OF MATURITY 


By Fritz Kunkel, M. D. 
292 pp. $2.75. 


Dr. Kunkel sub-titles his book, ‘‘An Inquiry into 
Psychology, Religion, and Self-Education.”’ Having 
divided his inquiry into three parts, the Historical Sit- 
uation, Outline of a Religious Psychology, and Depth- 
Psychology in Self-Education, he discusses each divi- 
sion with interest and care. The merit of his writing 
lies in the fact that he does not become too technical 
in view-point of phraseology. There are times when the 
layman in the field of psychology might wish for greater 
detail in the delineation of the matters presented, but 
despite this drawback the book reads with profit and 
suggestion. 

Dr. Kunkel’s greatest asset from the standpoint of 
the preacher is that he is able to write with the convic- 
tion and feeling of a Christian phychologist. Religion, 
more especially the Christian way of life, is something 
of equal significance with psychology. In fact, the 
author makes it quite clear that apart from the Chris- 
tian revelation of life and its meaning psychology is 
lopsided and helpless. His introductory portrayal of the 
ideal triumvirate, the minister, the physician, and the 
psychologist, is challenging and helpful to a proper un- 
derstanding of each man’s contribution to abundant 
living. 


Charles Scribner’s Sons. 


One cannot read far into these chapters without 
stumbling on sermon themes right and left, themes 
athrob with everyday problems, sin, defeat, frustration, 
tension, conflict, making life count, finding release, re- 
discovering inner resources, growing into the full stature 
of life’s capacities. The old theological terms, salva- 
tion, justification, sanctification, redemption, to men- 
tion a few, will take on new meaning as a result of a 
careful study of Dr. Kunkel’s thesis that life can grow 
out of its impotence and frustration into creative power 
and joyous release. The touchstone, as it were, is the 
Christian formula brought up to date: repent, forgive, 
believe, have faith.—John W, McKelvey. 


WHAT IS THE CHURCH DOING? 
By H. P. VanDusen. Scribner’s Sons. $1.00. 


Henry P. VanDusen, professor at Union Theological 
Seminary, is well qualified by personal interest and 
travel to write a book on the world-wide Church. Be- 
cause of the war, much information in this book is of 
necessity second hand, gleaned from scattered news 


coming into this country about the Church in foreign 
lands, 
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Here one finds put tcgether into a composite picture 
what one has read from time to time in newspapers 4 
periodicals. And put altogether it makes a moving stor 
of a triumphant and unconquerable faith in millions « 
war-torn hearts. Indeed, reading along one wonder 
whether the great movements now in the Christia 
Church and Her great Heroes are not mostly outside t 
English speaking world. Before men like Bishop Berg 
grav of Norway, Niemuller of Germany, Cardinal V; 
Roey of Belgium and the Christians of Holland, 
so-called Christians of America must bow our heads 
shame. And great is the story of the Younger Christiz 
Churches, fledglings of the missionary movement, 
standing on their own feet. To an America just 
covering the world and even newer in the consciousnes 
of the Holy Catholic Church around the world, th‘s bool 
makes exciting and instructive reading. These are m 
of the chapter titles: ‘‘What Is the Church Doing 
“The Churches in Captivity’, “The Youngest Chris ‘i 
Churches”, ‘“‘World Christianity Yesterday and Tomor 
row’’. 

The Archbishop of Canterbury, on the occasion of 
enthronement said, ‘‘. . . As though in preparation 
such a time as this, God has been building up 
Christian fellowship which now extends into almost evel 
nation and binds citizens of them all together in a tr 
unity and mutual love. No Human agency has plann 
this. It is the result of the great Missionary enterp 
of the last one hundred and fifty years. . . . Alme 
incidentally, the great world-fellowship has arisen frol 
that enterprise. But it has arisen; it is the great 
fact of our time... .” 

“Here is one great ground of hope for the comi 
day—this world-wide Christian fellowship, this ecume 
cal movement. .. .” 

Dr. Van Dusen’s book is the story of that hops 
S. Edward Young. 
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THE MASTER IS HERE 


By Ivan H. Hagedorn, S.T.D. Pulpit Digest. 158 
$1.50. 


This volume is a series of ten sermons in which 
Hagedorn tells the story of the Master, whom he 
“the greatest man living today’’. The author inv 
his readers to consider where Jesus is “living, workin 
worshipping, walking’; what Jesus is “thinking, s 
ing, hearing, saying’; with the two final sermons 
asking “Who Are His Friends?” and “Have You 
Him?’ Dr. Hagedorn preaches his sermons by anecdo 
and illustration. Every sermon in his book is strewn 
with quotation, story, incident, and example. 
might say every paragraph of every sermon is of 
nature. Nor are the illustrations mere “‘filler” ; 
are admirably fitting and appropriate—true sermor 
“windows” that let the light in.—Harry W. Staver. 


WHAT THE AMERICAN FAMILY FACES 


By Fourteen Outstanding Leaders in Social, Educational 
and Religious Thinking. Eugene Hugh, Publisher 
$2.50. 


This symposium just off the Press on the timely them 
“What the American Family Faces” will be heartily we 
comed by a host of baffled people. When writers 
such ranking as Ernest W. Burgess, Ray A. Burkha 
Regina Westcott Wiemann, J. Harry Cotton, Clara Pa 
Paige, Ernest R. Mowrer, Leland Foster Wood, Evely 
Mills Duvall, Jules Massernan, Harold S. Hulber 
Charles T. Holman, Seward Hiltner—pool their ex en 
sive study, wide experience and comprehensive under 
standing in a book on such a significant theme, evel 
social and religious worker in the nation should tak 
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ice. The classic six-page Introduction by Dr. Leland 
ter Wood, is in itself worth the price of the book— 
is also every one of the ten chapters. 

e book is based upon the epoch-making Conference 
“Counseling in Marriage and Family Life in a Time 
Stress”, which was recently held at the University of 
cago, and offers vital reading material of interest not 
y to leaders, but also to every person interested in 

American Home. The following major themes are 
sented:—‘‘An Examination of the Status and Func- 
mn of the Family”, “The Family and Emotional Se- 
rity Today’’, ‘‘The Child in a World at War’, “The 
owth of Education for Family Life’, ‘‘Education for 
mily Life in a Church Fellowship’, ‘‘Counseling Be- 
e Marriage”, ‘Husband and Wife Problems in a 
me of Stress’, ‘‘Parent-Child Problems’, ‘‘Special 
oblems Accentuated in War Time’’, “The Church’s 
sponsibility for Safeguarding the Future of the Fam- 
-’—Roy C. Helfenstein. 


[E SECOND CHRISTMAS 


John Haynes Holmes. 


This little book contains three altogether charming 
ristmas stories in that delightful style in which John 
irynes Holmes uses his religious imagination to make 
s simple incidents of Scripture live with new beauty 
d power for the reader. These stories, ‘“‘The Second 
ristmas’”’, ‘‘The True Story of the Inn-Keeper’’, and 
‘he Wise Men Come to Herod”, are all particularly 
itable to be used during the Christmas holidays. The 
cond one in the book appeared in a religious weekly 
st year, and it has been in my files all these months 
be read to the congregation in December. The book 
not only suitable for using as messages for Sunday 
ening services, but will prove a most acceptable gift to 
sent to friends during the holidays.—Charles Haddon 
ubers, 


Macmillan. 65 pages. $1.25. 


FE BEGINS WITH FAITH 


, George W. Wiseman. Whittemore. 195 pp. 


The author is minister of the Central Methodist Church 

East Hartford, Conn. He has given us a volume of 
>oems and Meditations’, a poem on one page and a 
editation on the other, each complementing the other. 
any of the verses are very good, and quotable. The 
ticles will be found in many instances to be sug- 
stive and illustrative—Wm. Tait Paterson. 


HE PRIMACY OF FAITH 


; Richard Kroner. $2.50. 


These are the Gifford Lectures, 1939-40. The author 
1s driven out of the University of Kiel by the Nazis. 
2 is now Lecturer in Philosophy of Religion at Union 
ecological Seminary, New York. His book is not easy 
ading, but it is rewarding. He discusses ‘“‘the con- 
ptions of (belief in God) according to the three eras 
European history Greek, medieval, and mod- 
n.”’ At some length he considers the work of Kant, 
reeing and disagreeing and going beyond. ‘‘Man is 
t only a rational being, an animal endowed with rea- 
n; he is a super-rational being at the same time, he 
nfronts a super-rational realm, and he is man just 
cause he is able to confront this realm.’’ Man faces 
din some degree enters this super-rational realm by 
ith. “The striking fact is that truth, as revealed by 
e Christian religion, cannot be ascertained by means 
rational thought nor expressed in speculative thought ; 
transcends the sphere of thought and speculation . . .”’ 
ith goes forward when reason stops, it goes beyond 


Macmillan. 226 pp. 
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reason to find God and to know Him. ‘Faith is not an 
aititude of reason, not even of practical reason. It ie 
faith just because the claim of reason is fulfilled, not 
by reason, but by imaginative revelation.” Every chap- 
ter demands thought and rewards it.—Wm. Tait Pater- 
son. 


IF THEY DON’T COME BACK 
By H. Adye Prichard. Macmillan. 77 pp. $1.25. 

The author is rector of St. Mark’s Church, Mt. Kisco, 
N. Y., and Honorary Canon of the Cathedral of St. 
John the Divine, New York City. He has written a 
number of books. This book had its origin in a letter 
from a layman in England whose daughter died in 
Libya of an uncommon form of tropical infection, for 
which there is no known remedy. She was about twenty- 
five years old, a member of one of the Woman’s Auxil- 
iaries. The father has always believed in a world here- 
after but “the ‘mechanics’ of the next world I never 
contemplated seriously. . Is there a simple picture 
you can give me?’’ The Canon discusses the Evidence 
for Immortality, the Hereafter, Telepathy—Space—Time, 
and What Is Resurrection? He does all this in a fine 
way. Pastors facing just the same sort of thing, many 
times over, will be greatly helped in their own thinking 
by this little book—Wm. Tait Paterson. 


BECOMING A CHRISTIAN 
By Lewis Joseph Sherrill and Helen Hardwicke Sherrill. 
John Knox Press. 174 pp. 

This is a little book with a big aim. It measures four 
and a half by six and a half inches in size, and it has 
as its purpose not only the enabling of one to become a 
Christian but to grow as a Christian after becoming one. 
Specifically, it is ‘‘written for persons who are preparing 
to make public profession of faith in Jesus Christ, for 
pastors who have classes in communicant instruction, and 
for parents who wish to supplement the pastor’s instrue- 
tion by home teaching.” Elven more specifically, it is 
written ‘for those who are preparing to take up the 
rights and responsibilities of membership in a Presby- 
terian church.’’ This latter fact, save for certain 
features, does not nullify its value for pastors or par- 
ents or children of other denominations. 

In the light of experience which reveals that too many 
children ‘‘join’’ the church without any adequate knowl- 
edge of what it is all about and with little, if any, 
understanding of the meaning of the step they are 
taking, the need for instruction in the fundamentals of 
the Christian religion and the facts of the Christian 
church is imperative. This book, Becoming a Christian, 
provides both material and method for meeting that 
need. Pastors who conduct Communicant classes will 
want this book; in fact they should not even attempt 
to do without it.—Harry W. Staver. 


Prayer Topics 
(From page 22) 

Let us pray for the honesty that comes from 
the searching presence of God. 

Let us pray that we may have the grace not 
to be too much exalted by our successes. 

Let us pray that in the hour of trial, like 
Paul, we may hear the Lord say “My grace is 
sufficient for thee: for my power is made per- 
fect in weakness.” 


h Suggested Hymns 
Just as I am, without one plea” 
“Jesus, Lover of my soul” 
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“Make me a captive, Lord” 
“How firm a foundation” 
“O Love, that wilt not let me go” 
i | 
6. Strength for the Day 
Philippians 4:13—"'I can do all things in 
that strengtheneth me.” 
Scripture meditation: Ephesians 6:10-20; Psali 
27:1-6; Corinthians 10:1-13. 
Themes for Prayer 
Let us examine our own prayers. Are the 
weak because they are unreal, do not reflect ow 
real desires? 
Let us pray for strength for today’s burdens 
work, anxieties. 
Let us pray that our faith be not a weight t 
be carried, but wings to lift us up. 
Let us remember the weak who this day nee 
especially the power of God. 


Suggested Hymns ; 
“O Jesus, I have promised” 
“In the hour of trial’’ 
‘Soldiers of Christ, arise’ 
“Rise up, O men of God” 
‘He who would valiant be” 
“Awake, my soul, stretch every nerve 
* * * 
Ts The Final Triumph 
Revelation 11:15—"'The kingdom of the world 
is become the kingdom of our Lord, an 
of his Christ: and he shall reign for eve 
and ever.” : 
Scripture meditation: Revelation 21:1-7; Mah 
4:26-32; Isaiah, chapter 35. 
Themes for Prayer 

What shall be the fruitage of this week of 
prayer? Let us ask God to re-dedicate us fo 
the strong and valorous deeds of love ane 
faith. 

Let us pray for those who are so surrounded 
by hate and violence that they have given up 
hope for themselves, their children, their 
world. : 

Let us pray unceasingly, as our Master 
taught us, “Thy Kingdom come.” Let us praj 
that Christ may use us much more fully thar 
ever before; that He may come and dwell ir 
the desires and deeds of men, as well as in the 
praises, and, coming, bring the fulfillment of 
all desires and the answer to every prayer. 

Suggested Hymns 

“Crown Him with many crowns” 

“Jesus shall reign were’er the sun” 

“All hail the power of Jesus’ Name” 

‘He who will valiant be’ 

“O Zion, haste, thy mission high fulfillin 

“These things shall be: a loftier race” 

“Rock of Ages, cleft for me” 
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Heroes On the Home Front Face the 
Future 


Prelude: “Awakening” —Engleman. 

Invocation: “Lord, Thou hast been our 
elling place in all generations. Before the 
untains were brought forth, or ever Thou 
ist formed the earth and the world, even 
m everlasting to everlasting Thou art God.” 


1. 90:1-2. Hear Thou our prayer. 

Hymn: “All Hail. the Power of Jesus’ 
me.” 

Psalm 147: Responsively. 

Hymn: ‘Awake, My Soul, Stretch Every 
ive. 

scripture: “As is his share that goeth down to 


battle, so shall his share be that tarrieth by the 
gage. They shall share alike.” I Samuel 30:24. 
Meditation: This apparently just proclamation of 
ancient King may seem to stand somewhat in 
trast to the home front service of today; when it 
recalled that the “‘spoils’’ so-called, seems to fall 
ch more into the hands of home workers, with 
ir high wages and large profits, than it does to 
brave men facing dangers in the distant battle 
nts. 
. There are real heroes apart from labor organ- 
rs and profiteers. There are numerous small busi- 
smen who have seen their stocks decline and their 
tomers fade away. There are college faculty 
mbers who will face diminished enrollments and 
sleted treasuries. There are hundreds of gas sta- 
a service men with empty pumps and vacant gar- 
s. They have faced their destiny with calm resig- 
ion, or, better still, have entered other useful 
rk for which many of them had to take training. 
[here are the young wives and sweethearts who 
re said farewell to loved ones, going out into 
dim uncertainties of public service; mothers and 
hers parting from sons and daughters, who van- 
into remote and dangerous duties for God and 
untry. 
I. Compensations: These acts of heroism cannot 
compensated for in dollars and cents. No coun- 
can “pay” for such devotion, not even in honor 
dals and tablets. Perhaps King David expressed 
when, as a shepherd lad, he faced Goliath with 
motto, ‘The battle is the Lord’s.” Although ig- 
ed by his brethren, he felt himself worthy of meet- 
-the foe, in the manner adapted to his abilities. 
raham Lincoln comforted a mother with this 
ught, for the loss of four sons. A pastor recently 
eived a letter from the parents of a promising 
, an Ensign in the Naval Air Force, who had been 
t in a crash on Attu, saying, “For us the war is 
eady Jost, no matter who wins.” This is not the 
al attitude, rather the parents must come forward 
carry on for the son, carrying his share along with 
ir own. ‘The battle is the Lord’s,” and His fol- 
vers do His bidding, in sorrow as in victory.— 
ude R. Shaver, D.D. oe 
Hymn: ‘Battle Hymn of the Republic. 


Prayer: Especially for the gift of the Holy 
irit, in seeing aright the part of the indi- 
lual Christian in the present chaos. We see 
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only a small section of the plan. God sees 


whole. : 
Hymn: “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God. 


Benediction. —— | 


II. Righteous Objectives in World Con 


flict 
Prelude: ‘Solemn Prelude’ —Noble. 
Invocation: Heavenly Father, Thy met 


has brought us through two years of struggl 
with forces of evil. We thank Thee for th 
assurance that fills our hearts that the comif 
months will guide our footsteps into the pa 
Thou hast set apart. Help us to enter into Th 
gates with praise. 

Hymn: “Before Jehovah’s Awful Throney 

Psalm: 78, responsively. 

Hymn: “Jesus, I My Cross Have Taken.” 

Scripture: 1 Sam. 30:1-25. 

The righteous objectives in this present great con 
flict may be overlooked by politicians and promoter 
yet they burn in many hearts on the home front, @ 
well as at the battle front. There are also the nobk 
souls in the concentration camps, Niemueller 6 
Kagawa, hundreds of pastors in Norway and the loy 
countries, who are waging a righteous struggle agains 
the forces of darkness. They sing, “A Mighty Fort 
ress Is Our God,” with a new meaning aad resolve. 

It was John Milton, stricken with blindness, wh 
turned from poetry to tract promotion in the interes 
of liberty and justice, saying, “They also labor wht 
only stand and wait.’ Yet his “waiting” was neithe 
idle nor listless. Paul, sidetracked in his struggh 
against evil, was not idle in prison. He said, “stam 
. . . praying always . . . and watching . . . and am 
bassador in bonds.’” Eph. 6:12-20. Although maa 
say that food and munitions will win the conflict, @ 
Christians we know the Church of Christ is the cus 
todian of the “baggage” that will decide what is t 
come at the end of the conflict. The Church is tak 
ing inventory.of her assets today, so there will be ae 
tion for peace, when the “‘cease-firing’ has bees 
issued.—Claude R. Shaver, D.D. 

Hymn: “When the Storms of Life Ar 
Raging.” 

Prayer. 

Hymn: “Am I a Soldier of the Cross.” 

Benediction. 


III. Good Courage 


Prelude: “Vision” —Rhineberger. 

Invocation. 

Hymn: “Where Cross the Crowded Way 
of Life.” 

Psalm: 90, responsively. 

Hymn: “When I Survey the Wondrou 
Cross” 

Scripture: “Be of good courage, and let u 


play the man, for our people and for the citie 
of our God.” I Chron. 19:13. Am. Rey. 


_ The expression “good courage” is mentioned twely 
times in the context, which would seem to imp 
that “good” courage is emphasized. It might impl 


The Lapis 


ae 


t there is courage other than ‘‘good courage.” 
ught on this is only by contrast. It is brute 
e, selfish ambitions. Wild beasts have such cour- 
; also, war makers, who attack helpless and un- 
tected nations. 


. Good courage grows out of self-forgetfulness, 
d-like motives, Joab exemplified. 

. Sense of honor is a righteous emotion. True 
alry takes conscience into account, the soul-con- 
with Eternal Righteousness. See Eph. 6. 

- Moral courage is the stuff of morale and vic- 
in any field of endeavor. Lincoln’s “under God” 
Gettysburg address. Luther’s “Here I stand... 
d help me. Amen.” God does not choose His 
ants because’ they are strong, They choose Him 
ause they desire His strength. Spiritual strength 
he root of all good courage—Claude R. Shaver, 


Hymn; “Faith of Our Fathers.” 
Prayer. 
Benediction, 


Spiritual Raiment 

(From page 13) 
gman, slightly lame, who had a stout heart. 
wt devotion’s sake she bore many an ache and 
guish. But you would never know how much 
e suffered if you depended on her to tell 
out her troubles. Only those who had spe- 
il insight could discern what was wisely en- 
ied in silence. 
You might say that she was a practical nurse. 
ie did not learn in school about the simple 
medies she applied. At some things she was 
ever, but she was always conscious of het 
nitations and this kept her humble. She made 
kind of stumbling progress in her art, learn- 
g by doing. The light of knowledge she 
istfully sought, but she realized it only as in 
dream, finding that the desire for it brought 
rt a glowing sense of peace. 
She had other interests besides those of nurs- 
g the sick. Happy hours she spent in her 
getable garden, which she tended with loving 
re. Just as devoted was she to her small 
use. She kept it spotless. How she prized 
t china and tablecloth! In her home and 
rden she found a wholesome counterpart to 
e life of devotion which she gave to the suf- 
ring neighbors. 
The truth is that she held her life as a gift. 
ris she offered freely ‘‘to all whose need was 
eater than her own.” Where did she get 
is controlling idea? From the Scriptures, the 
le of faith and practice for her. From it she 
tt light and leading, comfort and healing. 
s; often as she opened the sacred Book, she 
und light for the next step and she went on 
avely in the way that was therein revealed. 
In the Old Testament she might read, ‘“What 
th Jehovah require of thee, but to do justly, 
d to love kindness, and to walk humbly with 
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thy God?” Here are the grave and tender 
simplicities of God's requirements. Men in 
Micah’s day were seeking fantastic ways of ap- 
peasing God. What God wants is willing 
obedience, the prophet was saying to those who 
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were sacrificing wine and oil and their 
dren. 

“Love kindness.” Here is a rule to g 
us on our course. The very simplicity of | 
surprises us. At first glance the rudimenta 
ness of it may hurt our pride, as Naamani 
pride was hurt when he was told to wash 
the River Jotdan. Were there not bettg 
streams in which to bathe? There is the rub 
our pride. Surely if we are to love kindness 
we must walk humbly. These two inevitab 
go together. 

Consider the word “kind.” We speak of 

“kind” person, and we speak of man-‘‘kind. 
Perhaps we think we are using quite differen 
words. Not at all; they are connected by th 
closest bonds, as Archbishop Trench reminds & 
in his valuable little book “On the Study 6 
Words.” “A ‘kind’ person,’”” he says, “is 
‘kinned’ person, one of kin; one who acknowf 
edges and acts upon his kinship with othe 
men, confesses that he owes to them, as ©& 
one blood with himself, the debt of love. An 
so man&ind is man-kinned.” | 

I cannot refrain from quoting the rest of th 
paragraph: “In the word is contained a decla 
ation of the relationship which exists betwee: 
all the members of the human family; a 
seeing that this relationship in a race now scat 
tered so widely and divided so far asunder ca 


every time that we use the word ‘mankind,’ 
clare our faith in the common descent of 
whole human race of man. And beautiful be 
fore, how much more beautiful now do th 
words ‘kind’ and ‘kindness’ appear, when wi 
apprehend that root out of which they grow 
that they are the acknowledgment in lovin; 
deeds of our kinship with our brethren; ane 
how profitable to keep in mind that lively ree 
ognition of the bonds of blood, whether 0 
those closer ones which unite us to that whon 
by best right we term our family, or thos 
wider ones which knit us to the whole humai 
family, that this is the true source out of whid 
all genuine love and affection must spring; fo 
so much is affirmed in our daily, hourly use o 
the word.” 

In the New Testament that devoted nurs 
whom the poet Masefield remembers migk 
read Paul’s word to the Colossians, ‘‘Put o 

. kindness” (3:12). Note once more whi 
follows, joined with kindness—‘‘humbleness ¢ 
mind.” Any feeling of superiority over ov 
fellows will not harmonize with the rest of th 
spiritual raiment with which we, as God’s ow 
chosen, are to be clothed. : 


Mystery is deepened by ignorance. 
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